Reg: MC-945

FLYER

INTERNAR
AVIATION:&

MARCH 2022




PAKISTAN - BANGLADESH - DUBAI - MYANMAR - AFGHANISTAN

YOUR PARTNERS IN SUCCESS

» Ocean Freight » Shipping Agents P Project Cargo Management
» Air Freight » PO Management » Vessel Charters
» NVOCC » Supply Chain Management » Packing & Moving
p Consolidation » Custom Brokerage » Land Transportation
» Ware Housing » Perishable Logistics » Afghan Transportation
p 3PL Services p- Heavy Lifts p 1S0 Cleaning Station
HEAD OFFICE:

Suite # 41B-421, 4th Floor, The Plaza, G-7, Clifton Block 8, KDA Scheme 5, Karachi, Pakistan.
TEL: [+82-21) 35205013, (+92 21) 35308631 - 3, [+92 21) 35810181 -3




NEW FLYER INTERNATIONAL

Built on Tradition.
Powered by Innovation. si@Eges

With more than 25 years of Industry experience, over 80 offices around the world
and a growing global network through exclusive membership in the WorldWide
Alliance and AirCargoGroup, Shipco Transport is your global solution for
worldwide shipping needs.

* Trucking * Customs Clearance
* E-Commerce » Consolidation /
+ Airfreight * Warehousing Deconsolidation

Weekly LCL Export Services from Pakistan
Aarhus, Antwerp, Barcelona, Durban, Felixstowe, Genoa, Gothenburg, Hamburg, Helsinki, Hong Kong, Jebel Ali,
Los Angeles. New York, Rotterdam and Singapore

Weekly LCL Import Services to Pakistan
Antwerp, Atlanta, Bangkok, Barcelona, Busan, Durban, Genoa, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Jabel Ali, New York,
Nhava Sheva, Port Klang, Savannah, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Tianjin

Supplementing the diverse product offerings, our dynamic E-Commerce platform
provides tools to get you through the shipping process from A-Z with 24/7 access.
Shipco Web Apps also provide useful shipping resources in one convenient location.
Visit www.shipco.com

= View, download or subscribe « Track a Shipment

to Sailing Schedules + Set Notifications for Shipment Progress
* Get a Quote « Generate Reports
* Make a Booking = Explore Web Apps

Shipco Transport Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd. - Karachi Office
Suite #702 703 704, 7" Floor, UAN: 92 21 111 Shipco (111 744 726) www.shipco.com s

Progressive Plaza, Beaumont Road Main Tel: +92 21 35642400 9 i
Civil Line, Karachi-75530, Pakistan WaorlWichs Alrce®

MARCH 2022 - 3




FILYER

Internationalaviation

Chief Editor
Managing Editor
Assistant Editor
Associate Editor
Resident Editor
Reporter
Photographer
Contributors

Chief Correspondent Prof. Karamat Rajput.

NEW FLYER INTERNATIONATL

7
SUBLIME

il | b

PRODUCTS
CATALOGUE

www.sublime.international.com

Abdul Sattar Azad
Muhammad Faryal Azad
Musharraf Azad
Shahida Hameed
Waqas Masood

Bazla Sardar

S. Shahid Ikram

Prof. Safdar Sandal

Address B-65 Ablagh-e-Aamma
(media) Cooperative
Housing Society
Block-8, Gulistan-e-Jauhar p —
Karachi-75290 Your Safety is Our Priority!
Phone 34615924
Cell 0333-2194853
Web. www.newflyerintl.com
E-mail flyer_inti@hotmail.com
i facebook. comfiyerint For Sales and other details
Iss_ue Monthly Please collta(!t
Price Rs. 500/=
A |
Subscripfion  Pakisten  Rs5000i 0300 8610303 - 0333 4230800

Other Countries US$100/=

Published from

New Flyer International
B-65 Ablagh-e-Aamma
(media) Cooperative
Housing Society

Block-8, Gulistan-e-Jauhar
Karachi-75290

By

Phone
Fax
Printed by

Lahore

Islamabad

Peshawar

Sialkot

INTERNATIONAL
AVIATION & TOURISM

Pakistan's Leading Tourism and Trade Journal

Abdul Sattar Azad
34615924
34615924

Sardar Sons

Waqas Masood
123 HH Phase 4
DHA, Lahore

Cell: 0333-3872222

For latest
news and
updates visit

8-Huma Plaza Block-25
Blue Area

Tel: 2275946-7,

Fax: 2279975

5-Biloor Plaza Saddar
Tel: 284649-50
Fax: 284614

D www.newflyerintl.com

S. Shahid [kram
Pervaiz Plaza Near
Railway Crossing
Kutchary Road

Ph: (052) 4268424
Cell: 0321-6114505

For any suggestions
e-mail

Art Director &
Design

4 - MARCH 2022

Decent Print Enterprises
Ph: 32211978

>4 flyer_intl@hotmail.com




NEW FLYER INTERNATIONATL

ONTENTS

FLYER

International
Monthly Magazine of Aviation and Tourism

Vol 29 MARCH 2022 No.07

PIAurges PM notto let foreign airline use domestic routes 06
PIA plans direct flights from Karachi, Lahore to Baku 08
Serene Air inks engine deal with AFI KLM E&M 08
[ATA leads calls to scrap remaining Covid-19 rules in Europe 09
Air Sial entrusts the APUs of'its Airbus A320s to EPCOR 09
Gulf Air starts the countdown to welcome the Formula 1

Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix 2022 10
World's largest plane destroyed during Russian invasion 10
Airlines call for all intra-EU COVID travel restrictions to be dropped 12
Turkish Airlines invites guests to explore Istanbul 12
Saudi Arabian Airlines launches new Thai connection 13
EU sanctions will see hundreds ofleases cancelled for Russian planes 13
Russia to face ICAO hearing over shooting down of MH17 15
GulfAir announces Rome, Milan, Nice and Manchester

beginning this summer 16
IATA interference is a recipe for disaster 16
Airbus seeks Qatar Airways damages as High Court dispute escalates 17
European Union closes airspace to all Russian aircraft 17
Six China-made J-10C jets inducted into PAF 23 i
Iran is looking to build its own aircraft capable of carrying 100 people 24
Etihad Cargo reports nearly 50% revenue increase 25
Airlines react to airspace closures 26
Nature's purity and plastic's pernicious ramifications 29
CPEC will turn Pakistan into a manufacturing hub, says PM's aide 30
China, Pakistan welcome other nations to CPEC 32
EU delegation supports GSP Plus extension 33
Govtstarts handing over PTDC assets to provinces 'free of cost' 34
KP govt gets control of 17 PTDC properties 39
Punjab Culture Day celebrated with a flurry of events 40
Jeeprally festivities breathe life into desert 41
An emotional reunion at Kartarpur 43
Jahangir's mausoleum complex on World Monuments Watch list 43

* Air Freight

PACE)D o

LoGg/Ss7/7CS

DELIVERING WITH PERSONAL cARe! % Road Frelght

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERS

* Custom Clearance -
Al Khalil Center, 3rd Floor, Off#416, Kasmir Road, Sialkot 51310

Tel: +92 3550406,3550407 Fax:+92 3550408 Email: info@pacelogs.com Web: www.pacelogs.com

MARCH 2022 -5



NEW FLYER

PIA urges PM not to let foreign airline

use domestic routes

he Pakistan International

Airlines has asked the prime

minister to reconsider a
reported move to grant domestic flying
rights to a foreign carrier as it would have
serious ramifications for domestic
airlines which are already struggling for
survival.

In a letter to Prime Minister Imran
Khan, PIA's chief executive officer
(CEO) Arshad Malik drew his attention to
recent news reports that Pakistan had
extended domestic rights to a foreign
carrier as part of an initiative to attract
foreign direct investment.

The CEO said that such a decision
would be harmful for an ailing domestic
aviation industry and have repercussions
for the country in the long term.

According to the news item, Arshad
Malik said, a national airline had thrashed
out an agreement with a foreign carrier,
Air Arabia, under which the latter would
be able to operate flights in Pakistan.

The foreign company would thus
capture the local market and circumvent
the country's aviation policy under which
Air Arabia was denied further rights to
operate in Pakistan, according to the
CEO.

He further said Serene Air and Air
Sial had appealed to PIA to take up the
matter “at the highest level” so that the
government machinery was alerted to the
“real impact” of the reported move on
national airlines.

Mr Malik, the PIA CEO, said the
chief executives of all domestic carriers
were keen to discuss the issue with him at
ajoint briefing.

Senator opposes move

Senator Saleem Mandviwala of the
Pakistan Peoples Party has criticised the
Civil Aviation Authority's (CAA) "apathy'
to the plight of local airlines and called for
giving them the same facilities and
services as enjoyed by foreign carriers.

The senator said in a statement that
many questions were being raised on the
CAA's policy regarding the country's
private airlines.

He further said the difference
between the treatment meted out to local
airlines and that given to foreign airlines
was stark.

“We must protect our sovereignty
and airspace,” Senator Mandviwala
added.
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“We need to protect our airlines
instead of enriching an international
carrier.”

Senator Mandviwala said the CAA
should not allow foreign airlines to misuse
the local companies' licences.

The Emirates Airlines operates five
daily flights to Karachi while PIA has no
daily flights on that route, he added.

“The concerns of private airlines
should be addressed immediately,” said
Mr Mandviwala.

Air Arabia and the Lakson Group had
entered into a joint venture to launch 'Fly
Jinnah' the country's newest airline in
September last year.

The proposed venture was to see the
establishment of a low-cost passenger
airline serving domestic and international
routes from Pakistan.

Fly Jinnah will initially be based in
Karachi and serve a range of domestic
routes across the country. It will add
international routes to its network
gradually.

INTERNATIONAL

PIA 1o resumes
Gilgit, Skardu

flights in March

akistan International Airlines

is set to resume flights from

Lahore and Karachi to Gilgit
and Skardu from March 3.

A spokesman for PIA said that after
Islamabad, flights to northern areas would
now be operated from other parts of the
country. “The launch of the flights is
aimed at promoting tourism in the
northern areas as weather improves,” the
spokesman said.

Initially, PIA flights from Lahore to
Gilgit and Skardu and from Karachi to
Skardu were being launched, he said. PIA
had last year operated flights to the
northern areas from most parts of the
country, with more than 200,000 tourists
having reached Skardu and Gilgit.

In May last year, PIA started direct
flights from Karachi to Skardu and Gilgit
to promote tourism in GB, but later
discontinued these flights due to winter
season.
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will lift ban next
month

akistan International Airlines

(PIA) is likely to resume its

European Union operations
next month after getting clearance from
international aviation auditors, its CEO
Arshad Malik said on Thursday 23 Feb.

“International auditors may
complete the audit of the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) and PIA by next
month,” Mr Malik told journalists. “We
are very much hopeful that the EU ban on
PIA will be lifted in the wake of this
audit.”

He said international safety groups
would also visit Pakistan later this month
or early next month in this regard.

Mr Malik said those who had
conducted an inquiry against PIA pilots
and declared hundreds of them with
dubious licenses were responsible for the
EU ban on PIA, which led to heavy losses
for the national carrier.

Mr Malik also questioned CAA's
priorities regarding the national airline,
complaining that the authority “does not
give priority to PTA”.

“Gulf countries also don't give us
slots and we have to explore other
destinations,” he said. “We have also
started flights to [Syrian capital]
Damascus after 22 years. We have also
started flights for Malaysia and Iraq and
from next month for [Azerbaijan's
capital] Baku and preparations are under
way to launch direct flights to and from
Australia for the first time.”

Besides, the PIA was also working on
starting direct operations to Hong Kong,
he said.

The European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) last month said it would
conduct its own evaluation before
allowing the resumption of flights from
Pakistan.

In a letter to Mr Malik, EASA
Executive Director Patrick Ky said that
although Pakistan was able to remove
safety concerns raised by the
International Civil Aviation Organisation,
this was only part of the process that
would lead to the lifting of restrictions on
Pakistani airlines.

The issue of dubious licenses
allegedly held by Pakistan's pilot drew
global attention after Aviation Minister
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PIA chief hopes EU

Ghulam Sarwar Khan claimed in the
National Assembly in mid-2020 that 150
pilots from PIA had “fake licences”. The
European Union later banned PIA over
the scandal.

The PIA chief further said the
national flag carrier was going to add four
narrow-body aircraft on dry lease to its
fleet. “A proposal in this regard has been
sent to the government and the new planes
are likely to be added to the fleet next
month,” Mr Malik said.

Meanwhile, he also signed a
memorandum of understanding with
1LINK, a consortium owned by eleven
major banks in Pakistan, and Golootlo for
joint promotions and marketing of each
other's products.

PIA plans direct
flights from Karachi,
Lahore 1o Baku

he country's national flag

carrier has finalised a plan to

operate direct flights from
Karachi and Lahore to Azerbaijan's capital
and commercial centre, Baku.

A spokesman for Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA) said in a press
release on Thursday 17 Feb. that it would
operate two direct flights a week to Baku;
one from Karachi and the other from
Lahore.

The first flight was scheduled to
depart from Karachi's Jinnah International
on Wednesday, while the other will take off
from Lahore's Allama Igbal International
on March 19.

The spokesman said these flights
would cater to the long-standing demand
of citizens of both countries, especially
Pakistanis residing in Azerbaijan.

He said Baku enjoyed a good repute as
a tourist destination and now, passengers
would be able to easily travel directly from
Karachi and Lahore to Baku on direct PIA
flights.

PIA Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Air Marshal Arshad Malik has
congratulated airline officials on finalising
the flight arrangements, adding that plans
to add more locations to the PIA network
were also in the pipeline.

The CEO also directed the airline
marketing and other sectors to provide best
services to passengers in the light of the
prime minister's vision to promote tourism
in the country.

INTERNATIONATL

Serene Air inks

engine deal with
AFI KLM EEM

i i-_

FI KLM E&M is supporting

Serene Air's operations by

developing and implementing
tailored maintenance solutions for several
engines powering the Pakistani airline's
A330s and Boeing 737s. The MRO
performed Quick Turn interventions on
three CFM56-7B engines, one of which
was upgraded to a full shop visit after more
significant defects were identified during
the inspection. Subsequently, Serene Air
requested AFI KLM E&M again to
perform a Quick Turn on a CF6-80EI.
Sher Afgan, Serene Air's Technical
Director, agrees that “the adaptive offered
by AFI KLM E&M is very important for a
young company like ours. The availability
of'the customer.

Direct PIA flights
to Sydney from
April 22

he Pakistan International
Airlines is likely to
commence non-stop direct

flights to Sydney, Australia, from April 22
during Eid holidays and arrangements are
being made for the purpose.

Initially, one flight per week will be
operated from Lahore to Sydney and later
it will be increased to two flights.

This was announced by PIA Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Air Marshal
Arshad Malik at a meeting with
Australian Deputy High Commissioner
Joanne Frederiksen in Islamabad.

Air Marshal Malik thanked Ms
Joanne Frederiksen for her efforts and the
Australian government's support in this
regard.

The direct non-stop flights between
the two countries would enhance friendly
relations between the two countries, he
said.
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IATA leads calls to scrap remaining

Covid-19 rules in Europe

irports Council International

(ACI) has joined with the

International Air Transport
Association (IATA) to call for all
remaining Covid-19 restrictions applying
to intra-EU and Schengen area travel to be
dropped.

This includes all testing
requirements, the need to present proof of
vaccination or complete a passenger
locator form.

The organisations also want to see
mask-wearing scrapped for travel within
or between states where it is no longer
required in other indoor environments.

Covid-19, and specifically the
Omicron variant, is now pervasive
throughout all of Europe, and population
immunity is at such levels that the “risk of
hospitalisation or death has dramatically
reduced,” especially for vaccinated
people, IATA argued.

States are adopting surveillance
strategies to ensure public health, in the
same way as they do for other
coronaviruses and infectious diseases.

Many European states have lifted
domestic Covid-19 restrictions, such as
the need to provide health credentials to
enter social events, or the requirement to
wear masks in public spaces.

Contact tracing efforts are also being
stood down, rendering locator forms for
international travel redundant.

As European countries open up and
remove restrictions, it is only logical to
remove similar restrictions from air
transport.

IATA and ACI Europe today
presented further evidence in support of
aligning air transport rules with domestic
regulations.

New research by OXERA/Edge
Health shows that even if a new variant is
discovered and travel restrictions
introduced immediately, this only delays
the peak of infections by a maximum of
only four days.

In reality, by the time that a new
variant emerges, is identified, and
restrictions are put in place, the variant is
likely already circulating in communities
around the world.

In a scenario where restrictions are
delayed by a week from identification, the
peak in infections per 100,000 people is
only delayed by a maximum of two days.

These negligible health benefits are
therefore outweighed by the significant
social and economic damage caused by
the negative impact on air travel.

“The independent research and
modelling published today shows that
governments can lift restrictions with
confidence both for today and for any
future variants of concern.

“Travel restrictions have proven to be
a blunt instrument with little to no impact
on virus transmission.

“Removing all Covid-19 restrictions
will finally fully restore the freedom to
travel.

“That will be a much-needed boost
for the whole travel and tourism sectors
which has been forced to shed hundreds of
thousands of jobs during the pandemic,”
said Olivier Jankovec, director general,
ACI Europe.

Julia Simpson, World Travel &
Tourism Council (WTTC) chief
executive, said the body supported the
call.

A statement added: “WTTC fully
supports the call from IATA and ACI
Europe to end all remaining restrictions
applying to intra-EU and Schengen areca
travel.

“The patchwork of restrictions do
nothing to prevent the spread of Covid-19
but have caused serious damage to the
economy, causing the loss of jobs and
businesses.

“Over the past few weeks, we have
seen economies reopening.

INTERNATIONAL

“Itis time to remove these ineffective
restrictions and allow people to travel
freely.”

Air Sial entrusts
the APUs of its

Airbus A320s 1o
EPCOR

ir Sial has signed a long-term

contract with EPCOR for the

maintenance of the APUs of
its A320 fleet ©OEPCOR

Air Sial has signed an exclusive long-
term contract with EPCOR for the
comprehensive maintenance of the
auxiliary power units (APUs) equipping
its fleet of three Airbus A320 aircraft.

EPCOR has designed an adaptive,
competitive offer for its new customer,
adapted to the needs of a young airline. As
part of the AFI KLM E&M network,
EPCOR is providing Air Sial with its
airline-MRO mindset: the benefits of its
first-rate technical know-how, as well as
its experience as an operator in the
management of the maintenance plan. In
order to secure its operations and limit the
risks of AOG, Air Sial will be able to rely
on PROGNOS® for APU, the predictive
maintenance solution developed by
EPCOR.

Maintenance services will be
delivered by EPCOR, the AFI KLM E&M
subsidiary that is recognised worldwide
for its expertise on a wide range of APUs
solutions. Thanks to this extensive know-
how, Air Sial will benefit from a single
point of contact to facilitate its operations.
Indeed, the particularity of its fleet is that
it includes both Pratt & Whitney
APS3200s and Honeywell GTCP131-
9As. Two types of APUs for which
EPCOR is a leading dual licensed APU
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ulf Air, the national carrier of

the Kingdom of Bahrain, has

started its countdown to be
the title sponsor of the most important
sporting event in the Kingdom the
Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix
2022, which will take place between 18-
20 March2022.

Gulf Air's Acting Chief Executive
Officer, Captain Waleed Al Alawi, said:
“We have always been extremely proud to
be the long title sponsors of the Bahrain
Grand Prix. The success of this event is a
testament to the commitment and efforts
of our leadership and the Bahraini people
as awhole. As the world begins to open up
again, we are delighted to welcome fans
from all over our network and beyond
once again to Bahrain as the race
continues to prove to be a firm global
favourite; garnering our global
recognition as a business and tourism
destination in the Gulfas well as the home
of motorsport in the region.”

Gulf Air has been the title sponsor of
the Bahrain Grand Prix since it made
history in April 2004 as the first Formula 1
Grand Prix to be held in the Middle East.
Since then, the airline has been
instrumental in the success of the event
and the benefits it has brought to Bahrain's
economy. Gulf Air is a proud ambassador
for Bahrain and takes its role in
supporting the Kingdom's diversification
in areas such as tourism very seriously.
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World's largest plane destroyed

INTERNATIONATL

during Russian invasion

he Antonov-225 sits on the

tarmac at Wichita Mid-

Continent Airport while parts
for a fertilizer plant in Coffeyville are
unloaded on April 2, 2012. The largest
aircraft in the world was originally built to
haul the Russian space shuttle. The
refueling process in Wichita was expected
to take six hours. The Antonov-225 sits on
the tarmac at Wichita Mid-Continent
Airport while parts for a fertilizer plant in
Coffeyville are unloaded on April 2, 2012.
The largest aircraft in the world was
originally built to haul the Russian space
shuttle. The refueling process in Wichita
was expected to take six hours. Jaime
Green The Wichita Eagle Ukrainian
government officials say the Russian
military destroyed the world's largest
aircraft  the Antonov-225 Mriya, or
“dream” at an airfield near Kyiv. And
Ukraine's government is using the plane to
rally worldwide support on social media
for its defense against the Russian
invasion. Ukraine posted on Twitter an
image of the aircraft with the caption
“They burned the biggest plane, but our
Mriya will never perish”. It had been
shared tens of thousands of times. The
Associated Press reports that Ukraine's
defense industry conglomerate has
confirmed the An-225 Mriya was heavily
damaged. The Ukroboronprom company
said in a statement that the plane was
“destroyed” and estimated rebuilding it
would cost $3 billion. The plane was built
in 1988 as part of the Soviet Union's space
program but remained in Ukraine after the
country became independent in 1991. At
the time, it had the largest wingspan of any
aircraft in operational service and was the
heaviest plane in the sky. $2 for 2 months
Subscribe for unlimited access to our
website, app, eEdition and more CLAIM
OFFER According to the AP, the An-225
is the largest regularly operational plane in
the world. Only two planes have been built
with larger wingspans the Stratolaunch
and the Hughes “Spruce Goose” but each
was used only for a single flight. In the
United States, the mammoth aircraft often
attracted aviation aficionados who wanted
to see the six-engine plane's 290-foot
wingspan. The Ukrainian airlift cargo
plane made a stop in Wichita in 2012 to
deliver components for Coffeyville
Resources, an oil refinery in Coffeyville.
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered
a full-scale and unprovoked invasion of
Ukraine recently. The An-225 was
reportedly at the Hostomel Airport when
Russian forces attacked it on Thursday 24
Feb. Midday Business Report Sign up for

this newsletter for news and developments
from the local business scene. This site is
protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google
Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.
Ukroboronprom put out a statement over
the weekend claiming that the Russian
Federation should have to pay to rebuild
the gigantic cargo plane. “The restoration
is estimated to take over 3 billion USD and
over five years,” the statement said. “Our
task is to ensure that these costs are
covered by the Russian Federation, which
has caused intentional damage to
Ukraine's aviation and the air cargo
sector.” Chance Swaim

Ukraine closed its
airspace fo civilian
flights amid russian
military action

krainian airspace was

restricted for civilian flights

as Russia started attacking
Ukraine early in the morning on Thursday
24 Feb.

Airlines including Qatar Airways,
Wizz Air, Turkish Airlines and others have
canceled Kyiv flights scheduled for
Thursday 24 Feb. The flights were
restricted “due to potential hazard for civil
aviation,” said the notice posted on a
Federal Aviation Administration website.

The European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) said airspace in Russia
and Belarus within 100 nautical miles of
their borders with Ukraine could also pose
safety risks.

“In particular, there is a risk of both
intentional targeting and misidentification
of civil aircraft,” the agency said in a
conflict zone bulletin.

“The presence and possible use of a
wide range of ground and airborne
warfare systems pose a high risk for civil
flights operating at all altitudes and flight
levels.”
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Airlines call for all intra-EU COVID

fravel restrictions to be dropped

CI EUROPE (Airports

Council International) and

the International Air
Transport Association (IATA) called for
all remaining COVID restrictions
applying to intra-EU and Schengen area
travel to be dropped, including all testing
requirements, the need to present proof of
vaccination, or complete a Passenger
Locator Form (PLF). This includes
dropping mask-wearing for travel within
or between States where it is no longer
required in other indoor environments.

COVID-19, and specifically the
Omicron variant, is now pervasive
throughout all of Europe, and population
immunity is at such levels that the risk of
hospitalization or death has dramatically
reduced, especially for vaccinated people.
States are adopting surveillance strategies
to ensure public health, in the same way as
they do for other coronaviruses and
infectious diseases.

Many European states have lifted
domestic COVID restrictions, such as the
need to provide health credentials to enter
social events, or the requirement to wear
masks in public spaces. Contact tracing
efforts are also being stood down,
rendering PLFs for international travel
redundant. As European countries open
up and remove restrictions, it is only
logical to remove similar restrictions
from air transport.

IATA and ACI EUROPE presented
further evidence in support of aligning air
transportrules with domestic regulations.

New research by OXERA/Edge
Health (pdf) published today shows that
even if a new variant is discovered and
travel restrictions introduced
immediately, this only delays the peak of
infections by a maximum of only four
days.

In reality, by the time that a new
variant emerges, is identified, and
restrictions are put in place, the variant is
likely already circulating in communities
around the world. In a scenario where
restrictions are delayed by a week from
identification, the peak in infections per
100,000 people is only delayed by a
maximum of two days. These negligible
health benefits are therefore outweighed
by the significant social and economic
damage caused by the negative impact on
air travel.

“March 11 marks exactly two years
since the WHO announced COVID-19
was a global pandemic. In that time, we
have seen increasing evidence that border
restrictions are ineffective. The latest
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research from OXERA and Edge Health
confirms that by the time a variant of
concern is identified and restrictions are
implemented, cross-border transmission
will already have happened. Europe's
population immunity is strong and
COVID-19 is essentially now an endemic
disease. The time has come to focus their
COVID efforts on surveillance and
remove remaining intra-EU restrictions.
This will free people to travel, and support
jobs returning to the European air
transport and travel sectors,” said Rafael
Schvartzman, IATA's Regional Vice
President for Europe

“The independent research and
modeling published today shows that
governments can lift restrictions with
confidence both for today and for any
future variants of concern.  Travel
restrictions have proven to be a blunt
instrument with little to no impact on virus
transmission. Removing all COVID-19
restrictions will finally fully restore the
freedom to travel. That will be a much-
needed boost for the whole travel and
tourism sectors which has been forced to
shed hundreds of thousands of jobs during
the pandemic,” said Olivier Jankovec,
Director General, ACI EUROPE.

In the light of the new research and
increasing signs that the severity of
COVID-19 is becoming closer to that of
seasonal influenza, ACI EUROPE and
IATA wrote jointly to Ministers of
Transport and Health throughout EU
member states, requesting to:

[J remove all health-related travel
and border restrictions ahead of the
summer season, at least on intra- EEA
flights, specifically testing, contact
tracing, and vaccine certificates

[J align the health restrictions
applicable to aviation to those applied
nationally, particularly with reference to
mask mandates

[J allow those vaccinated with a
WHO-approved vaccine to travel into the
EEA from third countries with the same
conditions as those passengers vaccinated
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with an EMA -approved vaccine.

ACI EUROPE and IATA also
reiterated the vital role played by the EU
Digital Covid Certificate (DCC) in giving
states the confidence to reopen borders
and restart travel.

“We would like to wuse this
opportunity to applaud the EU and
Member States for the EU DCC
development and implementation. We
strongly support the value of the EU DCC
which will remain crucial, especially for
European citizens traveling abroad as well
as for third countries. Likewise, the EU
DCC will be useful for the containment of
eventual variants of concern and enhance
industry resilience against future health
outbreaks,” the letter said.

Turkish Airlines
invites guests fo
explore Istanbul

urkish Airlines has re-

launched a stopover service in

Istanbul, allowing guests to
explore the city during layovers.

Originally launched in 2017, the
service drew praise from passengers, but
was suspended at the start of the pandemic.

In order for passengers with longer
connections to spend quality time in the
city, Turkish Airlines will provide a one-
night stay in a four-star hotel for economy
class travellers.

Business class passengers can receive
two-nights in a five-star hotel.

Turkish Airlines general manager,
Bilal Eksi, stated: “We aim to show the
Turkish hospitality and unique wonders of
Istanbul to our passengers opting for
stopover accommodation service while
contributing to tourism in Turkey and
increase the number of transfer passengers
of Turkish Airlines.

“Passengers can also increase the
length of their initial free of charge
accommodations with advantageous
Turkish Airlines prices at contracted
hotels and discover even more of
Istanbul.”



audi Arabian Airlines has

confirmed the launch of flights

connecting two airports in the
kingdom to Thailand.

Guests were welcomed aboard the
historic first flight from King Abdulaziz
International Airport in Jeddah to
Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok
earlier.

The new route will operate three
return trips weekly between the
destinations, with a stop at King Khalid
International Airport for guests departing
and arriving in Riyadh.

The launch of the flights comes in the
wake of the recently strengthened
bilateral relations between the two
nations and reflects “a strong
commitment to connecting guests with
the most in-demand travel destinations
across the globe,” the carrier said.

The inaugural flight to
Suvarnabhumi Airport took place
following a special ceremony in King
Abdulaziz International Airport's newly
opened international Alfursan Lounge.

The event was held in the presence of
Soradjak Puranasamriddhi, consul
general of the kingdom of Thailand in
Jeddah, together with distinguished
guests and members of the media.

Saudia vice president of marketing
and product management, Essam
Akhonbay, said: “We at Saudia are proud
to open a new chapter in the recently
strengthened bilateral relations between
the kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and
Thailand.

“The launch of this new route builds
on our already strong operational
footprint in Asia and will provide greater
connectivity and convenience for guests.”

Flights between Jeddah and Bangkok
will depart at 04:30 and arrive in Riyadh
at 06:05 for a 45-minute layover, before
continuing onwards to arrive in Thailand
at 18:05.

Departure times from Bangkok are
20:35, arriving in Riyadh at 00:30 and
Jeddah at 02:55.
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owered by two Pratt &

Whitney PT6A-65SC

turboprop engines with four-
blade McCauley aluminum propellers, the
SkyCourier has a maximum cruise speed
of 200 knots and a 900 nautical-mile
range. (Photo: Textron Aviation)

Less than two years after first flight,
the 408 Cessna SkyCourier has received
its FAA type certificate, Textron Aviation
announced recently. Certification of the
high-wing, twin-turboprop utility airplane
follows a flight-test program in which
2,100 hours were accumulated on three
SkyCouriers.

The first delivery of the clean-sheet
airplane is expected “soon” to launch
customer FedEx Express, which has
ordered 50 of the type in a cargo
configuration with options for 50 more.
Equipped with a 7-foot-3-inch by 5-foot-
9-inch door, the SkyCourier can be
configured as a cargo or 19-seat passenger
airplane, as well as in a combination
passenger/cargo variation.

Powered by two Pratt & Whitney
Canada PT6A-65SC turboprop engines
with four-blade McCauley aluminum
propellers, the airplane has a maximum
cruise speed of 200 knots and a 900-nm
range. The cockpit features Garmin
G1000 NXi avionics. In a cargo
configuration, the SkyCourier can hold up
to three LD3 shipping containers with
6,000 pounds of payload capacity. The
airplane is also certified for single-pilot
operations.

“Our clean-sheet design brings to this
segment what customers said they need:
the ability to load, fly, unload and repeat
with low operating costs and maximum
cabin flexibility, and efficiency,” said
Textron Aviation president and CEO Ron
Draper. “We expect the SkyCourier to be a
workhorse of the fleet for FedEx and
many other customers around the globe
for decades to come.”
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EU sanctions will
see hundreds of

leases cancelled for
Russian planes

ultiple lessors are set to
terminate lease agreements
with Russian airlines by

March 28 following sanctions imposed by
the EU.

It is estimated that 777 of 980
commercial passenger jets currently in
operation are leased, of which 515 jets
with an estimated value of £7.5 million are
rented from foreign companies in the
predominantly Ireland-based industry.
Lessors affected include AerCap with
roughly 5% of its fleet by net book value
leased in Russia at the end of 2021. The
company has 152 planes combined on
lease in Russia and Ukraine. Russian
airlines which are clients of AerCap
include Aeroflot, S7 Airlines, Rossiya,
Azur Air and Ural Airlines.

The world's second-biggest leasing
company, Avolon, has under 20 airplanes
in Russia and a couple in Ukraine from a
total fleet of over 550 aircraft. BOC
confirmed that it had 18 planes,
representing 4.5% of its owned fleet,
based in Russia, which have been placed
with Aeroflot subsidiary Pobeda as well as
Ural Airlines, S7 Airlines and
AirBridgeCargo Airlines.

It is believed that Dubai Aerospace
Enterprise (DAE) has a minimum of three
Russian airline customers, including
Aeroflot, based on its website's details.
While cancelling the leases may be
straightforward, retrieving the planes may
not be so simple with the potential for
Russian carriers and Russian aviation
authorities failing to comply. In addition,
with the EU and the UK having banned all
Russian-owned, leased or chartered
aircraft from using its airspace, and Russia
having retaliated by closing its airspace to
all UK and EU aircraft, getting to the
aircraft to repossess them may also be
difficultand potentially dangerous.

Swiss International Air Lines made
this announcement:

Due to the current developments,
SWISS is no longer operating flights to
and from Russia until the end of March.
Affected passengers will be informed.
SWISS will also no longer use Russian
airspace until further notice and will
continue to monitor the situation closely.
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Russia to face ICAO hearing over
shooting down of MH17

he Netherlands and Australia

have launched legal action

against Russia in an attempt to
force it back to the MH17 compensation
negotiation table.

The Netherlands and Australia have
joined forces to launch legal proceedings
against Russia in the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) over the
shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight
MH17 over eastern Ukraine in 2014. Of
the 298 people onboard that flight who
died, 196 were Dutch nationals, and 38
were Australians.

The Dutch & Australian
Governments outline the case against
Russia over MH17

Both countries will present evidence
to argue that a Russian Buk-TELAR
surface-to-air missile system shot down
MHI17; that the missile system was
transported from Russia to an agricultural
field in the east of Ukraine on the morning
of July 17,2014 an area under the control
of Russian-backed separatists; and the
missile system belonged to the Russian
Federation's 53rd Anti-Aircraft Military
Brigade and was accompanied by a
trained Russian military crew.

Further, the two Governments say the
missile could only have been fired by the
trained Russian crew of the Buk-TELAR,
or at least by someone acting under their
instruction, direction or control; and the
missile system was returned to the
Russian Federation shortly after the
downing of the plane.

In addition to the Dutch and
Australians who died over Ukraine on
July 17, 2014, 43 Malaysians, 12
Indonesians, ten Brits, four Belgians, four
Germans, three Filipinos, one New
Zealander, and one Canadian perished.

Unbearably sad &ldquo;@
Matt Tinney: #Perth kids Mo, Evie
&amp; Otis Maslin on front page of
tomorrow&#39;s @theheraldsun #MH17
pic.twitter.com/HYNbsdSwjv&rdquo;
&mdash; Anita Jacoby AM
(@Anita_Jacoby) July 18,2014

The Netherlands & Australia
ramp up the pressure on Russia

"The Government will continue to do
everything in its power to call Russia to
account for the downing of flight MH17
and to uphold the international legal
order," said Dutch foreign minister
Wopke Hoekstra. "We cannot and will not
allow the death of 298 people, including
196 Dutch nationals, to go unanswered.

The current events in Ukraine underscore
the vital importance of this.”

"In October 2020, Russia unilaterally
withdrew from negotiations with Australia
and the Netherlands regarding the downing
of Flight MH17 and refused to return to the
negotiating table despite repeated requests
by Australia and the Netherlands," reads a
statement from Australia's Foreign
Minister Marise Payne.

"The Russian Federation's refusal to
take responsibility for its role in the
downing of Flight MH17 is unacceptable,
and the Australian Government has always
said that it will not exclude any legal
options in our pursuit of justice."

The unusual move to haul a country
before the ICAO is an attempt to force
Russia back to the negotiating table and
secure compensation for the families of
those who died. The timing of the action,
coinciding with a global pushback against
Russia over its invasion of Ukraine, is not a
coincidence. The Netherlands also
continues its own criminal prosecution of
four men for their role in the shooting down
of MH17.

Dutch Foreign Affairs Minister
Wopke Hoekstra (left) announcing the
ICAO action against Russia.

Russia is unlikely to pay up but may
face other consequences

ICAO is a UN agency that acts as a
kind of aviation clearinghouse for the
world's airlines and the various state-based
agencies that regulate airspace and the
rules about flying in it. [CAO can't force
Russia to pay up, but they can make it hard
for Russia's already battered aviation
sector in the future.

Speaking to the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation on Tuesday,
Australia's Finance Minister Simon
Birmingham said launching legal action
against Russia was the logical step in a
long-running investigation. He doesn't
expect Russia to open its checkbook
anytime soon but says families would
appreciate an admission of guilt and an
apology.

"This action is not without
consequences for Russia," Mr
Birmingham said. "This is an important
rule-setting body for international airlines,
and this could stop Russia from
influencing the (global aviation) rules - we
do know Russia treasures its ability to
shape and influence affairs."

Simple Flying has approached the
Russian Embassy in Canberra who
declined to comment.
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Qatar Airways cargo
takes horse
transportation in ifs
stride

atar Airways Cargo reports it

has seen a surge in demand for

its live animal transportation
services amidst a run of horse races in the
Middle East.

The Amir Sword Festival in Doha
took place on February 17-19 and the
Saudi Cup in Riyadh took place February
25-26. The Commercial Bank CHI AL
SHAQAB presented by Longines in Doha
was between February 24-26 and the
Longines Global Champions Tour
(LGCT) took place in Doha March 3-5.

Qatar Airways Cargo says it carried
190 of the world's fastest racehorses and
finest show jumping and dressage horses
on its freighters over the past few weeks.

The prestigious HH The Amir Sword
Festival, hailed as the high point in the
Qatar equestrian racing calendar, attracts
thoroughbreds and pure Arabian horses
from all over the world, in competition to
win the USD $4.34 million in prize
money.

“Every horse transport requires
meticulous advance planning and
coordination with the customers, the
specialised freight forwarders, and the
respective airport facilities. We take great
pains to ensure that the animals entrusted
to our care have as stress-free a journey as
possible, naturally in line with all animal
transport regulations. Alongside state-of-
the-art horse stalls, and seats for the
grooms on board our freighters, we also
ensure that the distance to the aircraft
from the airport animal facility, as well as
the waiting times are as short as possible,”
Guillaume Halleux, chief officer cargo at
Qatar Airways explained.

“Race-horses often have a very high
value, and they are shipped three to seven
days prior to the event in order to be at
peak fitness on the race day. We are well
versed in dealing with this precious cargo.
Horses meanwhile make up around 35%
of all our QR Live animal shipments, and
we are one of the main horse
transportation carriers in the world.”
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Gulf Air announces Rome, Milan, Nice and

Manchester beginning this summer

irline resumes operations to
popular summer destinations
in Greece, Spain, Egypt and
Oman and continues to grow network as
market confidence recovers
Gulf Air, the national carrier of the
Kingdom of Bahrain, announces the
addition of four new boutique
destinations to its global network with
direct flights to two destinations in Italy, a
new destination in France and in the
United Kingdom:

e Milan, 5 weekly flights starting 1
June 2022

e Rome, 2 weekly flights starting 1
June 2022

e  Manchester, 2 weekly flights starting
1 June 2022

e Nice, 2 weekly flights starting 2 June

2022

Flights to Milan, Rome and Nice will
be served by airline's new Airbus
A321neo with two weekly flights to Rome
and Nice and five weekly flights to
Milan, while Manchester will be served
twice per week by the airline's flagship
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner. In addition to
the new destinations launching during the
summer season, the airline will resume its
operations to Mykonos and Santorini in
Greece, Malaga in Spain, Sharm Al
Shaikh and Alexandria in Egypt, and
Salalah in Oman.

On the occasion of the
announcement, Gulf Air's Acting Chief
Executive Officer Captain Waleed
AlAlawi said: “The new routes to our
network is a testimony of the continuous
expansion of Gulf Air's network by
adding Milan, Rome, Manchester and
Nice. These new destinations have been
on our horizon and as travel bounces back
to normalcy, we knew it was the right time
to launch our new routes for our
passengers. Our network keeps adding
popular boutique destinations that are
favourite to many tourists and families in
the Kingdom of Bahrain and the region
especially as demand for travel grows in a
healthy accelerated way towards the
summer holidays.”

In 2019 and in line with its strategy to
become the customer's airline of choice,
Gulf Air announced its boutique business
model concept which would reinforce its
focus on product and customer experience
and continues to showcase the
implementation of its strategy
successfully. Gulf Air differentiates itself
as a boutique airline giving it a
competitive advantage with its fleet
modernization strategy, new Falcon Gold
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class offering, upgraded economy class
experience, new destinations and its
presence in the new terminal at Bahrain
International Airport.

Gulf Air currently flies to and from
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Kuwait, Riyadh,
Jeddah, Dammam, Medina, Muscat,
Cairo, Amman, Tel Aviv, Larnaca, Baku,
Thbilisi, Moscow, Casablanca, London,
Paris, Frankfurt, Istanbul, Athens,
Bangkok, Manila, Singapore, Dhaka,
Colombo, the Maldives and several
destinations in India and Pakistan.
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Gulf Air has recently received
APEX's Five Star Major Official Airline
Rating; an award based solely on certified
passengers' feedback. In addition, Gulf
Airhas also received the Skytrax Five Star
COVID-19 Airline Safety Rating after a
vigorous audit by Skytrax Research that
took place between November and
December 2021. The rating comes as a
testament to the success of Gulf Air's
operations in flying safely throughout the
pandemic and enhancing its airport and
on-board protocols to combat the spread
of COVID-19. The airline receives this
recognition by providing the highest
standards to customers and staff whilst
maintaining its boutique strategy to
deliver its renowned Arabian hospitality.

IATA interference is a recipe for disaster

HIS refers to the editorial

'Saving PIA' (Feb 3) which has

discussed fresh business plan
to make PIA viable. This time the proposal
has been made by the International Air
Transport Association (IATA).
Notwithstanding the fact that IATA is the
trade association representing world
airlines, it does not operate airlines; its
role is to promote safe, regular and
economic air transport and not
restructuring of airlines.

In case of PIA, it was a self-created
disaster when 'open sky policy' was
introduced in 1992 without protecting the
interests of the national carrier. Liberal
rights were granted to states in the Gulf
and it was the beginning of a financial
crisis for PIA, which subsequently
suffered a loss of Rs107 billion in one
year.

A new aviation policy adopted in
2015 that was in continuation of the open
sky policy hit our own airline hard and
proved fatal as most of the lucrative
international routes were handed over to
foreign airlines. This ill-advised step
brought PIA's downfall.

The major issue was shortage of
aircraft and not the excessive manpower
which was not addressed, and, instead,
people in the higher grade were inducted.
PIA had 550 employees per aircraft (now
reduced to 260) perhaps the highest,
whereas Turkish Airlines had the lowest;
94 employees. We had a fleet of 29 aircraft
with 16,500 employees, now reduced to
8,156 after introducing voluntary
separation scheme, fake certificates and
disciplinary actions.

Every government shows keenness in
restructuring the airline, different plans
are discussed, but then it all ends up in
reducing staff in lower grades, cutting
down certain allowances, etc.

There is no dearth of traffic from
Pakistan or people coming to Pakistan.
Private airlines are doing roaring business.
A number of airlines are taking away our
business because we have no aircraft.

With one ministerial statement about
pilots holding fake licences virtually
ruined the national airline, the reputation
of our pilots and image of the country at
large. Interestingly, most of our pilots have
been cleared.

Various global safety boards have
downgraded the national carrier's rating
over aviation safety risks, and several
countries have grounded Pakistani pilots.
As per reports, the government has
decided to revive the airline by further
reducing employees and adding a few
aircraft.

PIA has already handed over rights to
foreign airlines which are busy in minting
money. Lately, we have allowed a British
airline to start flights between Pakistan
and the United Kingdom, and that means
further loss to PIA, depriving it of
legitimate foreign exchange earnings that
are badly needed.

PIA incurred a loss of Rs34.6bn in the
2020 fiscal; the losses were heavier in
2019; Rs56.3bn. Many now believe that
PIA is being intentionally brought to a
standstill to pave the way for restructuring
by IATA. This is like allowing out heart
surgery to be carried out by a dental
surgeon. If this happens, it will be a recipe
for disaster.



irbus has asked the High

Court in London to award it

$220 million in damages
over two undelivered A350 planes for
Qatar Airways.

The move is the latest step in a long-
running and increasingly bitter dispute
between the two.

The court claim for damages came
after Qatar Airways sued the
manufacturer for $600 million over the
erosion to the surface of more than 20
previously delivered A350 jets.

Airbus said it was also seeking to
recover millions of pounds in credits
awarded to the airline.

For its part, Qatar Airways
welcomed a decision by the High Court to
issue an injunction against Airbus.

The essence of the order, the carrier
said, is that the manufacturer must not do
anything between now and a further
hearing in April that would “adversely
affect its ability to comply with any court
order that Qatar Airways might obtain in
relation to the purported cancellation of
the A321 contract”.

As the order obtained is an
injunction, there would be “serious
consequences” for Airbus should this
order be breached, the carrier said.

The decision is the latest in an
increasingly ugly dispute between the
two parties.

In January, Airbus cancelled a
contract for 50 new A321neo planes with
Qatar Airways.

That followed a decision in
December by the Middle East carrier to
issue legal proceedings against Airbus in
a dispute over the grounding of its fleet of
A350 planes.

The airline took 21 aircraft out of
operation last year, arguing paint on the
fuselage was “degrading at an accelerated
rate” and creating a safety concern.

Airbus countered, blaming the

airline for an “ongoing
mischaracterisation of non-structural
surface degradation”.

The manufacturer said the surface
paint-related findings have been
thoroughly assessed by its own team and
confirmed by the European Aviation
Safety Agency as having “no
airworthiness impact” on the A350.

The dispute is ongoing, with a
hearing due in April.

In an earnings call Airbus chief
executive, Guillaume Faury, said the
company was seeking a mutually
acceptable resolution.
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“We have to take steps to protect
ourselves and protect the company and
that is basically what we are doing, but
obviously we continue to try to resolve the
situation in a more amicable way,” he
explained.

Qatar Airways said it also noted the
remarks “with surprise”.

The carrier said its legal team was
unaware of any efforts by Airbus to try to
resolve the situation.

In a further development, Qatar
Airways said the Qatar Civil Aviation
Authority (QCAA) has now revoked the
airworthiness review certificate of an
additional A350 aircraft.

This means a total of twenty-two
Airbus A350 aircraft now grounded.

abre Corporation has

terminated its distribution

agreement with Aeroflot, the
largest government-majority owned
carrier in Russia.

The company said it was taking
“immediate steps” to remove Aeroflot
flight content from its global distribution
system.

“Sabre has been monitoring the
evolving situation in Ukraine with
increasing concern.

“From the beginning, our primary
focus has been the safety of our team
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members in the impacted region, as well as
doing our part to support the much-needed
relief efforts,” said Sean Menke, chief
executive of Sabre.

“We are taking a stand against this
military conflict. We are complying, and
will continue to comply, with sanctions
imposed against Russia.

“In addition, we announced that
Sabre has terminated its distribution
agreement with Aeroflot, removing its
content from our GDS.”

The company will continue to
monitor the ongoing situation and will
evaluate whether additional actions would
be appropriate, taking into account legal
considerations and any counter measures
that could be implemented in response.

To help support humanitarian
programs in the region, Sabre, which has
approximately 1,500 team members in
Poland, has donated $1 million to the
Polish Red Cross, a 100-year charity that
does exemplary work in conflict zones and
for supporting displaced people.

European Union
closes airspace to all
Russian aircraft

n response to the Russian

invasion of Ukraine, the

European Union yesterday closed
its airspace to all Russian aircraft.
Announced via media statement, EU
president Ursula von der Leyen said the
measures “apply to any plane owned,
chartered, or otherwise controlled by a
Russian legal or natural person...[which]
includes the private jets of oligarchs,”
regardless of where these aircraft are
registered.

According to the European Business
Aviation Association (EBAA), this move
makes air travel “no longer possible”
between Russia and the EU. “At this point
in time, EBAA is calling on members to be
very cautious when planning their flight
operations,” it added. “Given the rapidly
developing situation regarding the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict, EBAA
recommends operators stay in regular
contact with their national authority and
insurance brokers to ensure their
operations are carried out safely and in
accordance with the regulations in effect.”

EBAA said it continues to monitor the
situation as it develops and will provide
members with factual, accurate updates to
any changes in aviation regulations
resulting from the conflict.
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Gulf Air proudly signs as the official

carrier of the Bahrain International
Airshow 2022 and 2024

ulf Air - the national carrier of the

Kingdom of Bahrain - and Civil

Aviation Affairs at Ministry of
Transport and Telecommunications
represented by Bahrain International
Airshow Group signed an agreement to
sponsor the Bahrain International Air
Show in its two editions for the year 2022
and 2024, as part of the efforts made by
the Higher Organizing Committee of the
Bahrain Exhibition International
Aviation, chaired by His Highness Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Personal
Representative of His Majesty the King,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee;
And His Highness' directives on the
importance of coordination, cooperation
and community partnership with leading
national companies to contribute to
supporting the national economy and the
comprehensive development that the
Kingdom is witnessing.

The signing ceremony held at the
Gulf Air's headquarters in Muharraq, was
headed by Captain Waleed AlAlawi,
Acting Chief Executive Officer of Gulf
Air, Mr. Yousif Mahmoud, Director of the
Bahrain International Airshow Office
from Civil Aviation Affairs, and members
of executive management from both
entities.

On this occasion, Captain Waleed
AlAlawi commented, “Gulf Air is proud,
being the national carrier of the Kingdom
of Bahrain, to participate as the official
carrier of this important event, which we
have been and still are an integral part of,
since its inception in 2010. The Kingdom
of Bahrain is growing on the international
scene, and Gulf Air is one of the few
companies that has been able to challenge
the economic crisis that the world
experienced during the pandemic. The
Kingdom of Bahrain has become a
preferred economic destination for major
global trade as well as for tourists,
especially after easing travel restrictions
and procedures to obtain a visa, all of
which can now be done very smoothly
and easily.”

On his part, Mr. Yousif Mahmoud
commented, “We are proud of the role
played by the Civil Aviation Affairs at the
Ministry of Transport and
Telecommunications in building bridges
of communication with various airlines
and in promoting and marketing Bahrain
to become an important regional and
international hub in the aviation industry,
by attracting various international

companies that manufacture, supply and
operate the service of this vital sector. The
ministry's efforts in developing national

irline technology provider
Sabre announced that it has
successfully migrated Biman

Bangladesh Airlines to the SabreSonic
Passenger Service System. Bangladesh's

national flag carrier has moved from its
legacy technology system to Sabre's !
modern PSS in the first phase of its -
technological transformation and the [&;

airline will be continuing its digital
enhancement with Sabre technology as it
moves forward with plans to grow its route
network this year. The national carrier of
Bangladesh already flies to routes across
Asia, the Middle East and the UK, and is
set to expand to Toronto, Tokyo, Male,
Colombo, Guangzhou, Bahrain, Chennai
and New York.

“While the world was facing
international lockdown measures, it was
vital to us that our technological
transformation did not slow down, but that
we were able to advance our digital
transformation to prepare for the
resumption of travel,” said Dr. Abu Saleh
Mostafa Kamal, managing director and
CEO, Biman Bangladesh Airlines.
“We're thrilled with the way Sabre has
worked with us to support our rapidly-
evolving needs during the pandemic. The
swift implementation of Sabre's
innovative solutions means we are now
ready to respond to new market demands
while creating improved offers and better
experiences for our travellers.”

The airline, which celebrated its
Golden Jubilee earlier this year, has
adopted SabreSonic to power growth and
streamline the traveller experience as well
as renewing its global distribution
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Biman Bangladesh Airlines
implements Sabre tech

human resources to support the progress
of this country in all fields, especially the
air transport sector must be commended.
We are proud of our ongoing partnership
with Gulf Air as the national carrier of
Bahrain, and we appreciate the airline's
continuous efforts to develop the aviation
sector in the Kingdom.”

The 6th edition of the Bahrain
International Airshow will be hosted from
9-11 November, 2022. Many international
companies have confirmed their
participation in the airshow like: Airbus,
Boeing, Indra Spain, DHL, DFS Aviation
Germany, Etihad Engineering, Lockheed
Martin, UAE Space Agency, Rolls-Royce,
TAWAZUN, Texel Air and Thales. These
organizations join the likes of Bell
Helicopter, Chevron, Bae Systems, CFM,
Aramco and Leonardo and other civil and
military companies.

A

agreement with Sabre, and selecting an
additional set of complementary Sabre
technology solutions. This timely
implementation will help Biman to
automate and streamline sales and
reservations to maximise revenue
opportunities, minimise costs, enhance
inventory revenue optimisation, extend
reach through partnerships, and improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of its
offers and operations.

“The way in which our teams at Sabre
and our travel partners have collaborated
to successfully drive complex migrations
virtually, including digital-only
onboarding and training, has been
remarkable,” said Cem Tanyel, chief
services officer, Sabre Travel Solutions.
“By adapting and innovating, we have
been able to deliver successful
implementations in tight timescales under
challenging circumstances. We're thrilled
that we've been able to strengthen our
partnership with Biman with a swift
technological migration so our solutions
can support them as we all look forward to
further travel resumption this year.”
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Air Logistics Group Pakistan hosts luncheon meeting in Peshawar
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Mr. Imran Peracha MD Air Logistics Group Pakistan GSA Gulf Air Cargo hosted Photo shows Mr. Imran Peracha with his staff on the occasion of a lunch in
alunch for Cargo Agents in Peshawar. Peshawar.

Air Logistics Group GSA Gulf Air Cargo hosts dinner in Islamabad

! 5 %
Group photo taken on the occasion of a dinner hosted by Mr. Imran Peracha MD M" Imran Peracha MDAt:rLogistics Group Pakistan GSA Gulf Air Cargo hosted
Air Logistics, Pakistan GSA Gulf Air Cargo for Cargo Agents in Islamabad. adinner for Cargo Agents in Islamabad.

Sialkot Tannery Association holds media briefing

e

Chairman Sialkot Tannery Association Ch. Raza Munir, Sheikh Abdul Waheed Sandal, Sheikh Naveed Igbal, and Mr. Muhammad Atif addressing
the media about Tannery development in Sialkot.
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For Booking:
021-35641050-52 info@knaviation.ltd

Office 6 Lotia Building #2 Club Road KBL-ISB S 180
Kracahi Pakistan
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— = ==237 ACTIVE FREIGHT
_H §;§§§§ “yvour business s our prioricy”

Speedy Active Freight is providing Air Freight and Ocean Freight services for various business organizations
all over the world. Qur 27 yvears of proven experience help us understand our customer's needs, and we're
always in the process of updating our operational structure & managing operations to serve our customers

in a better way.

PANGEA

CARGD AGENT ity

(ER=y SPEEi Y ACTIVE FREIGHT
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Al-Khalil Centre, Suite No. 12,-14, 3rd Floor, Kashmir Road, Sialkot = Pakistan.
Tel No. 0092 52 3240608, 0092 52 3242110, 0092 52 3242109, 0092 52 3252110
Web: www.saf.com.pk Email: info@saf.com.pk
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THE TAQ ORGANIZATION

TAQ continues to move forward

For over 45 years The TAQ Organization has
served the exporters and importers of the
country with world-class transportation and
logistics services. TAQ continues to move
forward to give greater value to customers.
Let us be your service provider and form a
winning team to tap the opportunities that
lie ahead in this region.

International Freight Forwarding ® Wholesale Freight Management
Supply Chain Logistics ® Conftract Logistics

Industrial Projects Handling e Custom Brokerage Management
Transit Trade Services @ Packing & Moving

Door to Door Service

We are a different organization in Pakistan

E-mail: info@tlpk.com URL: www.tag.com.pk

Karachi: (021) 34541301~7, Lahore: (042) 36363300~7, Sialkot: (052) 3554301~4, Rawalpindi / Islamabad: (051) 5766153~4,
Faisalabad: (041) 8548718, Peshawar: (091) 5606473, Multan: (061) 4510465
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Six China-made J-10C jets inducted into PAF

ix J-10C multirole fighter

aircraft were commissioned by

the Pakistan Air Force (PAF)
recently in a bid to address conventional
imbalance amid Indian military's
modernisation.

Prime Minister Imran Khan, while
speaking at the induction ceremony at
Minhas Air Base, Kamra, said: “An
imbalance is being created in South Asia.

This induction will address that
security imbalance.”

The aircraft acquired from China
were commissioned into the PAF's
Squadron 15 a tactical fighter squadron.
The first batch of the newly acquired
aircraft arrived in the country earlier this
month. China delivered these jets within
eight months of the signing of the deal.

Although details of the deal are not
publicly known, it is speculated that
Pakistan intends to buy at least 25 J-10C
aircraft. The PAF acquired the J-10C
aircraft, the latest version of fourth-
generation J-10 fighters, in response to
Rafales bought by India from France.

Pakistan has always viewed with
serious concern India's military
modernisation, fearing that it could upset
the delicate conventional balance in the

Prime Mminister Imran Khan smiles as he talks to
Army Chief Gen Qamar Bajwa and Air Chief
Zaheer Ahmed Babar while sitting in the cockpit of
the J-10C fighter aircraft at Minhas Air Base
recently. Six multirole aircraft were inducted by
Pakistan Air force in a bid to address the
conventional imbalance caused by the
‘modernisation’of the India military.
region. It has specifically been cautioning
Western countries against providing
modern military hardware to India.

Following their induction, the PAF
has become the first foreign air force to get
these combat jets that were previously
only in the use of China's People's
Liberation Army Air Force. The prime
minister hailed the induction as a major
upgrade in the PAF capability after 40
years since the commissioning of US-
made F-16jets in 1982.

Mr Khan claimed that the

government was fixing the economy and
there were already signs of improvement,
including an increase in tax collection and
exports.

He said that once the resources
improved, his government would
prioritise spending on poverty alleviation
and strengthening defence capability.

Speaking on the occasion, PAF Chief
Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Babar
said: “We have never attempted to match
numbers nor wish to be in any arms race.
However, we continue to enhance our
capability to ensure national security and
regional stability.”

Sharing features of the newly
inducted aircraft, the air chief'said: “J-10C
has fully-integrated weapons, avionics
and electronic warfare suite that makes ita
potent combat system under the
contemporary environment of non-
contact warfare.”

The aircraft, he said, was configured
with the world's top-class weapons,
including PL-15 air-to-air missile and a
variety of stand-up precision munitions,
ISR radars, net-centric and sensor fusion
capabilities that enable it to detect engage
and destroy targets at a long range, both in
air-to-air and air-to-surface domains.

UAE invests heavily in unmanned weapons after drone attacks

he United Arab Emirates is

ploughing money into drones,

robots and other unmanned
weaponry as autonomous warfare
becomes more and more widespread
including in attacks on the Gulf country
by Yemeni rebels.

Large, black drones with the orange
logo of EDGE, the UAE's arms
consortium, were on display at the
Unmanned Systems Exhibition (UMEX),
along with remote-controlled machin-
eguns and other “smart” weapons.

The exhibition comes at a time of
growing unmanned attacks around the
region, including the Jan 17 drone-and-
missile assault by Yemen rebels that
killed three oil workers in Abu Dhabi, the
firstin a series of similar incidents.

EDGE, an Abu Dhabi-based defence
consortium that groups 25 Emirati firms,
was formed three years ago but reached
an estimated $4.8 billion in arms sales in
2020 nearly all of them to the UAE
government. The group was ranked 23rd
among the 100 top arms-producing and
military services around the globe in
2020, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute.

The UAE is part of the Saudi-led
coalition that has been fighting Yemen's

I"*-.

Abu Dhabi: Visitors view a light unmanned aircraft
system, known as Garmoosha, made by the EDGE
advanced technology group for defence, at an
exhibition showcasing drones, robotics, and
unmanned sytems.

Houthi rebels since 2015. Although it
withdrew ground troops in 2019, it
remains a key player in the grinding
conflict. EDGE's most lucrative deals
have included maintenance of military
jets, worth almost $4 billion, as well as
providing guided munitions at $880
million.

On Tuesday 22 Feb., it unveiled a
vehicle-mounted remote-controlled
assault rifle that can swivel 360 degrees
and has thermal imaging and a laser range
finder accurate to 50 centimetres for
targets more than two kilometres away.

On Monday 21 Feb., the UAE
defence ministry signed three deals with

domestic and international companies
with a total value of more than $178.2m),
including a sale of drone systems to UAE-
based International Golden Group.

Ahmed Al Mazrouei, owner of an
Emirati company that mainly develops
four-wheel drive vehicles and personnel
carriers, said the UAE defence industry
was ready to “step up” following the
attacks on Abu Dhabi. “The challenges are
important because they push us to develop
ourselves in order to meet those
challenges,” he said. “Our goal is to have
more systems and more tech” in the next
10 years, Mazrouei added. “This is an
Emirati-made production... and we want
to compete globally.”

EDGE has signed multiple deals with
foreign partners, including US firms
Lockheed Martin and Raytheon, and
Brazil's Embraer, Khalid Al Breiki, who
heads one of EDGE's five clusters, said at
last year's Dubai Airshow. The
establishment of diplomatic relations with
Israel in 2020 has also opened up new
opportunities.

The fifth edition of UMEX is the first
to include Israel, one of seven newcomers
among the 26 countries taking part. The
use of drones and other unmanned
weapons is increasingly common.
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capable of currymg 100 people

ould we see an Iranian-built

narrowbody aircraft? That's
the plan.

Iran is looking testablish a

production line and build a 100-seat

commercial passenger plane, according
to Touraj Dehqani Zanganeh, the head of

the country's Civil Aviation
Organization. What else do we know?
Let's investigate further.

Anew Iranian plane

Sanctions prohibit the proper
replacement of aircraft in Iran, which is
why Iranian airlines usually operate older
aircraft like the Airbus A300, Fokker
100s, MD-80s, and other avgeek-
favorites.

To battle this shortage of new
aircraft, Iran may be eyeing the
development of a new 100-seat
commercial passenger plane, as reported
by the Tehran Times.

There's a Memorandum of
Understanding between Iran's Civil
Aviation Organization, Ministry of
Defense, and the Transport and Urban
Development Ministry, according to
Dehgqani.

He added,

“We have planned to build 70- and
100-seat aircraft inside the country, and
[in this regard] we signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) with the
Ministry of Defense to be able to use the
country's existing military capabilities
for the construction of commercial
aircraft.”

Iran needs more than 500 aircraft to
replace its current fleet and grow.

Iran's needs

According to data provided by ch-
aviation, there are 386 aircraft from
several carriers in Iran at the moment.
Nearly 40% of the whole Iranian fleet is
grounded for several reasons. Only 140
aircraft are currently active.

This summer, Iran's domestic
markethas 12.4 million, according to
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OAG schedules information. The MD-82
is by far the leading aircraft domestically
in the country, followed by the Fokker
100.

In 2018, Iran needed approximately
500 aircraft to replace its existing fleet and
grow over the next ten years. Nonetheless,
the sanctions on the Iranian regime have
made this almost impossible, so having an
own aircraft could heavily help the local
carriers. According to Dehqgani, the
Advanced Aviation and Transportation
Technology will also help in the
development of the new plane, which is
only at the primary studies stage.

“There are a lot of knowledge-based
companies established in the country that
have great potentials; Mapna, and another
company are currently building gas
turbines, and we are helping them to build
aircraft engines,” Dehqani added.

Developing a passenger plane can be
extremely expensive. For instance,
Canada's Bombardier spent around US$6
billion developing its C-Series plane
(currently the Airbus A220).

In the past, Iran developed the IrAn-
140 based on the Antonov-140.

Not the first time Iran has built an
aircraft

In the past, [ran has had a commercial
aircraft production company. We are
talking about the Iran Aircraft
Manufacturing Industrial Company
(HESA), which was established in 1976.

This company mainly developed
helicopters in the past, although it
produced the IrAn-140 aircraft based on
the original Antonov-140. Back then,
Ukraine and Iran collaborated in the
development of the plane. The aircraft
was a failure.

The first IrAn-140 made its maiden
flight in 2001. Iran Aircraft
Manufacturing only ever built 14
complete airframes, although the aircraft
was sold to the public as the country's
symbol of the aviation industry.

Between 2005 and 2009, there were
two accidents onboard IrAn-140 aircraft,
leaving a toll of five deceased people.

Only one airline ever operated the
aircraft, Sepahan Airlines (although this
carrier was owned by HESA). In 2014,
one of the six Sepahan Airlines' IrAn-140
was involved in a fatal crash with 40
casualties. Since then, the model has not

INTERNATIONATL

Iran is looking to build its own aircraft

flown again, and HESA is heavily
sanctioned as most Iranian-state
companies.

The Iranian regime still produces
fighter jets, like the HESA Kowsar Jets,
although they are heavily based on vintage
US airframes showcasing a largely
antiquated industry.

Aeroflot cancels
all fights to the

U.S., Mexico, Cuba
and the Dominican

Republic

AEROFLOT.~~

= Russian Airlines
.

eroflot Russian Airlines
announced recently it is
suspending all flights to the

United States, Mexico, Cuba and the
Dominican Republic due to Canadian
airspace restrictions.

Aeroflot is going to have a lot of
aircraft on the ground.

Due to the closure of Canadian
airspace, Aeroflot's transatlantic flights
from February 28 to March 2, 2022 to and
from Moscow to the following
destinations have been cancelled: Mexico

(Cancun SU158/159); USA (Los
AngelesSU108/109;Miami SU110/111;
New YorkSU102/103 and SU124/125;
Washington SU104/105); Cuba
(HavanaSU150/151;VaraderoSU154/15)
Dominican Republic (Punta Cana
SU156/157).
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Etihad Cargo reporis nearly 50%

revenve increase

The airline's cargo division
contributed significantly to the group's
overall revenue in 2021.

Shortly after announcing its business
results for 2021, the Etihad Aviation
Group posted revenue growth for its cargo
and logistics arm, Etihad Cargo. The
pandemic was a lot less brutal to the cargo
divisions of most airlines, and Etihad was
no exception. Adapting to the growing
cargo demands and bringing about swift
changes to capitalize on freight
opportunities helped Etihad Cargo
achieve remarkable growth in 2021.
Record tonnage fuels growth

2021 was a great year for Etihad
Cargo, which achieved a record revenue
growth of 49%. The carrier's tonnage
increased by 27% to reach the highest
level since 2017 and resulted in 55% of
the group's entire revenue.

Martin Drew, Senior Vice President
Sales & Cargo, Etihad Aviation Group,
commented,

“2021 was a milestone year for
Etihad Cargo. The Etihad Cargo team has
worked closer than ever with partners and
customers to address their demands and
allocate necessary capacity, resulting in a
record tonnage of 729,200 tonnes the
highest since 2017.”

The announcement follows the
group's financial results for 2021,
declaring losses of $476 million. Despite
losing money and facing some of the most
challenging operational years since its
inception, the carrier was upbeat about the
results. The almost half a billion-dollar
loss was still a substantial improvement
over the loss of $1.70 billion incurred in
2020.

Etihad Cargo contributed towards 55% of
the group's entire 2021 revenue.
Efficient fleet utilization

Back in 2020, the Etihad was forced
to ground its entire fleet as an initial
response to COVID-19. Then in the initial
months of the pandemic, it returned to the
skies in a non-passenger-carrying
capacity by repurposing some of its
Dreamliners to carry cargo for several
projects.

While Etihad Cargo has five Boeing
777-200F as dedicated freighter aircraft,
in 2021, it also temporarily modified five
other 777s to support cabin-loaded cargo.
These modified freighters operated more
than 800 charter and scheduled cargo
flights in the new configuration, adding
much-needed capacity on some important
sectors.

Thanks to these efforts, Etihad Cargo
recovered more than 90% of its network
compared to pre-COVID years by the
middle of 2021. In the entire last year, the
carrier operated more than 6,000 passenger
freighters with average utilization of 16.5
hours.

Innovation also came in the form of
digitalizing certain key aspects of the
business, such as the new online booking
portal to reduce booking time. Within three
months of being launched, the new portal
helped the company record a 36% increase
in online bookings
The carrier also modified some of its other
777s to support cargo operations.

Revenue increase in premium products

Some of Etihad Cargo's premium
products also saw substantial growth in
2021. The airline's pharmaceutical
shipment solution PharmaLife registered
an 85% increase in revenue compared to
2020, as did FreshForward, its service for
transporting perishable items, with an
increase 0f 26%.

COVID-19 vaccine distribution
amounted to around 30% of its
pharmaceutical shipments, with the carrier
delivering more than 250 million vaccine
doses to over 40 countries so far.

Many airlines, including Etihad, have
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much to thank their cargo divisions for
offsetting COVID-induced losses to some
extent. While the jury is still out on
whether cargo will continue to play a
leading role in the airline business in the
years to come, for now, it certainly is a
huge pillar of support for many airlines.

Air cargo GSSA ECS
enters the world
of charter broking

ITH supply chain
congestion and
bottlenecks at key global

gateways likely to continue throughout
2022, urgent, ad hoc charter capacity will
continue to be a major headache for freight
forwarders and cargo shippers, writes
Thelma Etim.

Sourcing aircraft size, wet lease/dry
lease, overfly rights, airport connections,
loading in a timely fashion requires
expertise, along with access to a global
network of potential service providers.

Bearing all of these prerequisites in
mind, France's ECS Group general sales
and services (GSSA), which currently
represents more than 150 airlines
operating aircraft of all sizes, has entered
the brokerage market with its Just Fly It as
a comprehensive, efficient international
air charter service solution.

It has launched Amelia International,
a newcomer to the global airfreight
market, after taking delivery of its first
ATR-72 freighter in January of this year.

The Ljubljana-based freighter
conducted its first commercial charter
flight carrying automotive components in
the second week of February, after the
GSSA matched an urgent customer
request, says a statement. “Within a matter
of hours, ECS Group agreed the
contractual terms and conditions with the
customer and supervised the operational
preparations for the flight,” it reveals.

Commenting on the mission, Robert
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Van De Weg, chief commercial officer of
ECS Group, enthuses: “We are pleased to
have supported Amelia International with
the first flight of their new ATR-72
freighter. Our Total Cargo Expertise
(TCE) team is on hand to provide Amelia
with operational support and we are also
assisting them with our commercial
competence as they get going in the fast-
moving world of air cargo. We wish
Amelia International success and look
forward to continued partnership as they

An escalation of sanctions in
response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine
has prompted international carriers to
adapt their networks.

NI

Russian carriers have been barred
from almost all of Europe's airspace as
part of sanctions imposed by the European
Union following Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine.

On Feb. 27, the head of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen
confirmed that the European Union is
shutting its airspace to Russian aircraft.
The decision means airlines will not be
able to fly over the bloc or land at any
airports within it.

“First, we are shutting down the EU
airspace for Russian-owned, Russian-
registered or Russian-controlled aircraft,”
she said in a statement. “They won't be
able to land in, take off or overfly the
territory of the EU, including the private
jets of oligarchs.”

The EU announcement came after
countries including Germany, Italy,
Finland and Spain imposed national bans,
following the likes of the UK, Poland,
Norway and Bulgaria. Canada has also
said it has shut its airspace to Russian
aircraftand has since accused Aeroflot of
violating the ban on a Moscow-bound
flight from Miami (MIA).

Russia's government is responding
with bans for airlines from many
countries, forcing European carriers to
cancel flights and reroute their networks to
parts of Asia. The country's civil aviation
authority Rosaviatsiya barred British
airlines from its airspace last week
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grow in future.”

The group says it provides capacity to
some 10,000 forwarder customers and
oversees more than 1,200 of its own
employees at 167 subsidiaries in 50
countries within the Asia Pacific, Europe,
North America and Latin America
regions.

Matija Krajnc, managing director at
Amelia International, discloses: “We
successfully operated our first charter
flight from Gyor, Hungary, to Bremen

following what it called “unfriendly
decisions” taken by London.

How the sanctions affect Europe-
Russia traffic

According to data provided by OAG
Schedules Analyser, airlines had intended
to operate 221 international routes
between Russia and Europe this week
(w/c Feb. 28, 2022), of which 114 were
between airport pairs in Russia and
Western Europe.

Total two-way capacity between
Russia and Europe was scheduled to be in
excess of 410,000 weekly seats, with
Aecroflot commanding a 38% share.
Turkish Airlines, Pegasus Airlines,
Belavia, Lufthansa and Wizz Air were
scheduled to be the five largest
international carriers on international
routes from Europe to Russia.

Although some sectors continue to

operatewith the likes of Air Serbia
maintaining its flights to Moscowairlines
including Lufthansa, Air France, KLM
and British Airways (BA) have canceled
planned operations to Russia. Aeroflot
said it would suspend all flights to
European destinations until further
notice, while S7 Airlines has halted its
European network until March 7.
The map below shows the international
routes carriers had intended to operate
between Europe and Russia prior to the
invasion of Ukraine.

OAG Mapper
Overflight restrictions

While the sanctions on Russia will
have a huge impact on the volume of
passenger and cargo traffic in and out of the
country, the closure of Russian airspace
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Germany. The flight, on behalf of a
customer in the automotive industry, took
place on 10 February 2022, carrying a full
payload of around 7.5 tonnes of
automotive components.

“We are delighted that our ATR-72
freighter has finally embarked on its first
mission to provide much-needed air cargo
capacity within Europe. With ECS
Group's support, we look forward to many
more, similar flights, soon,” a statement
adds.

will also affect international airlines'
services between Europe and Asia.

Many routes between Europe and
Asia overfly Russia and so airlines will
now need to divert south while also
avoiding areas of tension in the Middle
East. This will result in longer journey
times and increased costs, making some
routes unsustainable.

Finnair, whose long-haul business
model relies on the use of Russian
airspace, said on Feb. 28 that the closure
would “notably impact air traffic between
Europe and Asia.” The airline has already
canceled passenger and/or cargo flights to
Seoul, Osaka, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Guangzhou until March 6.

Service to Bangkok, Phuket,
Singapore and Delhi will continue but will
avoid Russian airspace. This will lengthen
the flight times by about one hour.

“Bypassing the Russian airspace
lengthens flight times to Asia considerably
and, thus, the operation of most our
passenger and cargo flights to Asia is not
economically sustainable or competitive,”
Finnair CEO Topi Manner said. The map
below shows Finnair's previously planned
Asianetwork.

Finnair's previously planned Asia
network:

Other European carriers are also re-
evaluating their Asia networks, with Air
France suspending flights to China, Japan
and South Korea until it finds suitable
route options. International Airlines
Group, owner of BA and Iberia, confirmed
it would reroute its Asia flights to avoid
Russian airspace.

More from Aeroflot

Russia Bans UK Flights From Its
Airspace Posted 25 February 2022 14:12

Routes In Brief: Rolling Daily
Updates (W/C Jan. 10) Posted 14 January
202210:50

Routes In Brief: December's Rolling
Daily Updates Posted 23 December 2021
10:30
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PCS LOGISTICS (PVT) LTD. GROUP
- Time is money, we save you both

We are a global freight forwarding group and a supply chain solutions
provider, in Pakistan with a team that is considered one of the best in
the business by its customers and professional partners throughout
Pakistan. our belief is our people, with more than 100 experienced
people, we are committed to provide flexible custom-built offerings that
will delight our patron.

"
e

WCA oric

11 O
CS U < L

logistics Pakistan

Head Office - KARACHI: 248-A, Block 6 PECHS Off Shahra-e-Faisal Karachi Pakistan
TEL: +92 21 34387761-2 , EMAIL: info@pcslogistics.net ; admin@uclpakistan.com
Lahore: 100-C, 2nd Floor, Commercial Area, Cavalry Ground, Lahore Cantt,
Pakistan

Tel: +92 42 36619772, Email: yasir@pcslogistics.net ; yasir@uclpakistan.com,
SIALKOT: Off # 14 First Floor Cantonment Plaza Cantt Sialkot 51310 Pakistan

Tel: +92 52 4604597, Email: aliraza @pcslogistics.net ;aliraza@uclpakistan.com
FAISALABAD: P-49 2nd Floor, Chenab Market Susan, Road Faisalabad Pakistan

Tel 492 41 8554607, Email: nauman @pcslogistics.net ; nauman@uclpakistan.com
ISLAMABAD: Office no 1, First Floor, Crown Plaza, Civic Center, Sector 1 Airport
Housing Society, Rawalpindi, Punjab 46000
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PRIME CARGO
INTERNATIONAL

‘Providing Comprehensive & Complete logistical solution’

T— —

UAN :(92-52) 111-531-531
Fax :(92-52) 3552620
Email: info@primecargo.biz
Web : www.primecargo.biz

BRANCHES: KARACHI - LAHORE - FAISALABAD - ISLAMABAD - PESHAWAR
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Nature's purity and plastic's pernicious ramifications

Prof. Safdar Sandal

INTERNATIONAL

“Why it is that of all the billions and
billions of strange objects in the Cosmos,
nova's, quasar, pulsars, and black holes:
you are beyond doubt the strangest?” --
Walker Percy

Quite true, man has lived on this
planet since the time he was brought into
being by the Creator and developed him
into his present form through 'divine
evolutionary processes'. Man has rightly
been declared by the Creator as His
'Ashraf-ul-Makhlukat' (the highest form
of His creation). In his nascent living
form, the man alongside has however
now developed some spurious elements
which have disturbed him, especially
some of those belonging to the current
century. Among such spurious elements
or products, has been the invention and
un-controlled production and use of
plastic, which undoubtedly has been the
'one' most dangerous product for the
health of all living beings. The violent

characteristic of plastic is that it is non-
biodegradable and thus spreads its
harmful content on earth and on the
surface and inside of water which get
polluted by the thrown in empty plastic
bottles and other similar waste objects.
Once these are used and thrown in the
environment, land, water, air; it takes
years to eliminate the bad effects caused
by pollution of the pure surface and
waters of the universe. Therefore, these
plastic articles should be banned
completely. Or, otherwise their
unchecked use can seriously damage the
earth itself and result into awful ailments
for the human beings and the precious
animal world, too. These conveniently
and badly impact life-bearing creatures,
including all aquatic flora and fauna.
Plastic has been, thus largely
responsible for the land and water
pollutions. It will be very helpful if we
impose an urgent ban on its worldwide
production as used plastic cannot be
recycled or re-applied for any other
functions. Owing to the hazardous nature
of'its content; it has brought forth, serious
impacts on the environment, the climate

- PSS -

and the atmosphere as a whole, and thus on

the man himself. When we burn the
plastic, different harmful gasses eject into
the atmosphere. We can see and witness
the smog destroying our big cities and
fiels. The worst example is our beautiful
historical city Lahore. Environmental
imbalance has surged in the country and
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the world as a whole. This disturbance has
thus caused an extremely dangerous
situation for life. The fish we eat is
poisonous too, since the fish has more
intake of water into its body than any other
creature. Large varieties of objects eject
contaminated gases into the air and upset
the universal climate. These factors also
cause to deface environmental beauty and
damage its original quality. Most clearly
visible Kashmir Mountains which [ used to
see from rooftop of my house in the then

L.

: 3 > %
i, g g e ) R ey

5y b 3 A i
suburban Rangpura - Sialkot during my
school and college days are no more
visible, except when the sky is washed by
heavy rains. Below are the referred
mountains and the fields which were
viewed from suburban Sialkot. How much
nostalgic, I feel now about those days, can
be anybody's unhappy guess.

The most dangerous impact is yet,
that plastic makes the land barren and
infertile. If plastic is dumped in the land,
the land becomes unproductive, sick and
dangerous for the crop that grows
reluctantly neo healthy. Social awareness
is very important in this respect and to
educate the international community
about the plastic hazards is a real
worrisome job. It is necessary to save our
beautiful planet, the earth.

Both government and citizens must
come forward to contribute to the drive of
making Pakistan beautiful and original
again. Alternatives to plastic must be
found and used-preferred. Other eco-
friendly products such as paper bags must
be adopted to avoid the dangers of the
enemy-plastic. Existing Governments of
the world must come forward to take part
in this pious campaign because the current
lethargy or lack of action can further
deteriorate what is left of our natural life.
Collective effort is necessary for safe
living.
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CPEC will turn Pakistan into a manufacturing hub, says

PM s aide

pecial Assistant to the Prime

Minister (SAPM) on the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Khalid Mansoor has said the
focus of investment under the multi-
billion-dollar project is now going to be on
environment-friendly initiatives.

Speaking at the CPEC Industrial
Cooperation B2B Investment Conference
on Monday 14 March, Mr Mansoor said
upcoming projects under CPEC will
mainly be in textile, information
technology, agriculture and science and
technology sectors.

“The perception is that CPEC is only
for China. It's not. We have investors from
the United States, Germany, United
Kingdom, Canada and the Netherlands.
Close to 18 or 19 (of them) have already
invested in Allama Igbal (Industrial
City),” he said while referring to one of
the nine special economic zones or SEZs
thatare being developed under CPEC.

Allama Igbal Industrial City is one of
the five CPEC-related SEZs that the
government is currently developing at a
fast pace. Others include Dhabeji SEZ in
Sindh, Rashakai SEZ in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and Bostan SEZ in

Balochistan. The fifth fast-tracked SEZ is
in Gwadar whose area has recently been
increased from 60 acres to over 2,200
acres, Mr Mansoor said.

“We did that after receiving a lot of
interest from Chinese investors who are
contemplating the relocation of their
industry to Gwadar,” he said.

Mr Mansoor said the successful
execution of projects under CPEC will
result in import substitution, export
orientation and employment creation in a
variety of sectors. “We'll make Pakistan a
manufacturing hub,” he said.

As many as 147 Chinese companies
are already operating in Pakistan, he said,
noting that their representatives visited the
prime minister twice in recent months to
express gratitude for the resolution of their
outstanding problems.

He said the quickest way to become
economically successful is to “do nothing
but replicate what China has done”. The
SPAM said China set up dedicated
industrial zones and offered incentives to
investors when the industry “matured” in
Europe and North America many decades
ago. “Now the cost of manpower has
started increasing in China. It's

transitioning into hi-tech. It's time for us to
pursue the Chinese to invest in Pakistan,”
he said.

He said the government has set up a
state-of-the-art skill development and
training institute in Gwadar, which will be
operational within three months. “We
don't have to reinvent the wheel. We'll
replicate that model in other SEZs,” he
said.

The SAPM noted power plants of
5,300 megawatts are already in place
while projects of 3,500MW will become
operational soon. “In the first phase of
CPEC, we've already realised $25 billion
investment,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Adviser to
the Prime Minister on Commerce Abdul
Razak Dawood said trade data for March
is going to be “pivotal” with exports likely
to record a surge this month.

He said the country has rationalised
its tariff structure substantially, adding
that he'll get tariffs further reduced in the
budget for 2022-23.

“We must move away from being a
trading economy to a manufacturing
economy. We must export, export,
export.”

Pak-Afghan trade activities resume as Chaman border reopens

he Chaman-Spin Buldak

border between Pakistan and

Afghanistan, which was closed
after clashes between the two countries'
forces began last week, was reopened on
Sunday 27 Feb. morning.

All hurdles have been removed from
both sides of the Friendship Gate on the
border.

The border was reopened after a
delegation of ulema from Chaman headed
by tribal elder Molvi Haji Faizullah
Nourzai held negotiations with Kandahar
Governor Yousef Wafa and other Taliban
leaders.

Sources said that the ulema delegation
also remained in contact with senior
Pakistani officials during their talks with
Afghan officials.

“Our negotiation remained fruitful
and resulted in opening of the border,”
Mufti Mohammad Qasim, spokesman for
the Ulema delegation, said.

He said the delegation conveyed a
message of goodwill from Pakistani
authorities to the Kandahar governor and
other Taliban leaders.

He said the people involved in trade
from both sides were facing financial
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Pakistani and Afghan nationals walk along a
fenced corridor as they enter Pakistan through the
Chaman-Spin Buldak border crossing point on
Sunday 27Feb.

losses due to the closure of the bother.

According to Mufti Qasim, “both
sides regretted the clashes which caused
loss of lives from both sides”.

He said a flag meeting between border
officials from both sides is expected in a
couple of days to resolve the issue which
caused the clashes. Direct talks between
senior officials of the two countries would
help in reducing tension in border areas on
both sides, he added.

Mufti Qasim hoped the situation
would improve in the coming days.

After opening of the border traffic
was also restored which was suspended on
Feb24.

A large number of trucks carrying
Afghan transit trade goods, import and
export items, fresh fruits and vegetables
crossed the border.

Hundreds of Pakistani and Afghan
nationals, who were stranded on both sides
of the border, also returned to their
countries. They included women and
children.

With the opening of the border,
hundreds of daily wage labourers also
reached the border and started loading and
unloading goods from trucks and other
vehicles in Chaman, Imran Khan Kakar,
former vice president of the Pak-Afghan
Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
told media.

Clade in traditional attire, young men flash victory
symbols while celebrating Baloch Culture Day in
the capital of Balochistan.
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China, Pakistan welcome other nations to CPEC

ppreciating Prime Minister

Imran Khan's remarks on the

China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), Beijing said both China
and Pakistan would welcome all countries
and international organisations to
participate in the flagship project of the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on the
basis of consensus.

“We appreciate the remarks made by
Prime Minister Imran Khan,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijian said during his regular briefing on
Friday 11 Feb.

“China and Pakistan welcome all
countries and international organisations
that support the BRI or CPEC, conduct
mutually beneficial cooperation and to
seek common development to participate
in CPEC development on the basis of
consensus so as to sharing the benefits of
the development,” he said.

Mr Zhao remarked that as an
important pilot project of the BRI, the
CPEC upheld the principles of extensive

consultation, joint contribution and shared
benefits. CPEC boosted economic
develop-ment, improved people's
livelihood and generated positive socio-
economic effects since its launch, he said.

“China is ready to work with Pakistan
to follow through the consensus reached
by the two leaders [i.e. Prime Minister
Khan and Chinese President Xi Jinping],
deepen CPEC development, ensure
smooth implementation of major projects,
expand cooperation in science and
technology, agriculture and livelihood,”
Mr Zhao said.

“We will build a corridor for a green
development, health and digital economy
and make CPEC a demonstration
programme of high-quality development
under the BRI,” he added.

In a recent interview with Li Shimo,
the director of the advisory committee of
the China Institute at Fudan University,
Mr Khan said the Belt and Road Initiative
could help Pakistan lift its people out of

poverty.

Rice exporis go up 11.16pc

ice exports from the country

increased by 11.16 per cent to

.179 million tonnes in the

first seven months of current financial

year (TMFY22) from 2.179m tonnes in

the same period last year, trade data

shared by the Pakistan Bureau of

Statistics (PBS) showed on Friday 18
Feb.

During July-January 2021-22, over
2.179m tonnes of rice valuing $1.286
billion was exported as against the
exports of 2.179m tonnes valuing
$1.157bnin 7TMFY21.

Exports of Basmati rice also
increased by 28.58pc in TMFY22. A total
414,190 tonnes of Basmati rice valuing
$362.183m was exported in the period
against exports of 293,761 tonnes worth
$281.675min 7TMFY21.

The country earned $924.668m by
exporting about 2.138m tonnes of rice
other then Basmati in 7MFY22 as against
the exports of 1.886m tonnes worth
$875.959m of same period last year.

On year-on-year basis, rice exports
witnessed significant growth of 13.30pc
as 434,382 tonnes of rice valuing
$220.078m was exported in January as
compared the exports of 329,999 tonnes
worth $194.245m of same period last
year. The exports of Basmati rice also
grew by 08.97pc in month of January as
62,734 tonnes of above mentioned
commodity valuing $58.086m exported
as against the exports of 60,609 tonnes
costing $53.305m of same month of last
year.
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It is worth mentioning here that food
group exports from the country during
7MFY22 increased by 20.87pc as
compared to the exports of the
corresponding period of last year.
Commodities worth $2.952bn were
exported in the period as against the
exports of $2.444bn in TMFY21.

The exports of food group from the
country witnessed about 14.31pc growth
on year on year basis in January as
compared to same month last year. During
the period under review, exports of all
major food items recorded positive growth
as exports of rice grew by 11.16pc, fish and
fish preparation 5.08pc, fruits 11.60pc,
vegetables 11.36pc spices 22.94pc, meat
and meat preparation 1.68pc, respectively.

Meanwhile, food group imports into
the country also recorded an increase of
about 21.32pc during July-Jan FY22 as
food commodities costing $5.629bn
imported as against the import of $4.639bn
of'same period last year.

The food group imports into the
country on year on basis also recorded
about 13.05pc growth in January as against
the imports in the same month in 2021.

During month of January different
food commodities valuing $830.844m
imported as compared the import of
$734.953m of same period last year.

In 7MFY22 imports of soyabean oil
increased by 34.70pc, palm oil 55.75pc,
sugar 49.84pc, pulses 14.94pc, tea imports
into the country grew by 5.48pc as
corresponding period of last year.

INTERNATIONATL

“I do not understand why there is this
suspicion about CPEC and the Gwadar
port ... what China achieved is really
[why] we look at China as a role model,
because never has a nation lifted so many
people out of poverty as did China,” the
prime minister said.

“We see CPEC and Gwadar as a great
opportunity for our geo-economics. I
think this is not exclusive between
Pakistan and China. We invite any other
country to join and invest in CPEC
projects,” Mr Khan said during the
nterview.

Pearl-Continental
Hotels launches PC
Mobile App.

ashoo Hotels, Pakistan's

leading hospitality brand, has

unveiled the next chapter in
its mission to change the way people
travel, offering an alternative to the
conventional methods. Pearl-Continental
Hotels is rolling out their PC Mobile App,
including a range of new and exciting
features.

Speaking about the app, the Deputy
Chairman and CEO of Hashoo Group, Mr.
Murtaza Hashwani said, “With the
introduction of PC Mobile App, Hashoo
Hotels aims to further improve the quality
of hospitality experience, with high-tech,
seamless solutions for its valued
customers. The desire to be the catalyst for
positive change and to create best possible
customer experience, is driven by our
guest-centric culture at Hashoo. Our
growth is conditioned by the ability to
provide such enhanced and unprecedented
conveniences for loyalty and high
customer retention.”

Talking about the innovations in
hospitality industry, he further added, “As
the world is transitioning towards fast and
smart solutions, embracing mobile
technologies was the next step for
Pakistan's largest hospitality brand. The
convenience and reliability of being able
to book your hotel room, get rewarded
with benefits and promotions with your
loyalty points, planning your travel and
events, through your smart phone. The
future is now in your hands.”

The app's technology has been built to
support the needs of time-constrained, on-
the-go consumers and is available on iOS
and Android. Users can flick through hotel
photos, check property facilities, book
rooms, make restaurant reservations, keep
a track of their loyalty rewards, join the
privilege club, arrange car rentals, airport
pick and drops, tours and packages and
can even plan their venues for meetings,
celebrations, and weddings, through the
PC Mobile App.




EU delegation
supports GSP Plus
extension

pecial Representative of the

European Union for Human

Rights Eamon Gilmore and
EU Ambassador in Pakistan Androulla
Kaminara have assured of their full
support in extension of GSP Plus status
for Pakistan.

Mr Gilmore along with a five-
member delegation, including EU
ambassador, had called on Punjab
Governor Chaudhry Sarwar at the
Governor House on Sunday 27 Feb.

During the meeting, the matters
regarding bilateral ties between Pakistan
and EU, trade promotion and the
extension of GSP Plus status were
discussed.

Mr Gilmore expressed confidence in
the government's efforts to protect human
rights.

Mr Sarwar asked the EU special
representative to take notice of the
atrocities committed against the
Kashmiris and other Indian minorities.

Ms Kaminara said she had always
stood by Pakistan on the issue of
extension of GSP Plus status and she had
held many meetings with Governor
Chaudhry Sarwar in this regard.

“Pakistan has played a commendable
role in the Afghan peace process and we
appreciate Pakistan's efforts for regional
peace,” she added. plored.

Textile exports
rise 25pc in
July-January

extile exports increased 25 per
cent year-on-year in the first
seven months of 2021-22,

data released by the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) showed on Wednesday
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The country exported $10.9 billion
worth of textile goods in July-January,
PBS reported. In January alone, textile
sales in foreign markets generated
$1.55bn, up 17.3pc from a year ago.

The trend line, however, is headed
south. January was the second consecutive
month in which textile exports recorded a
drop over the preceding 30-day period.
Monthly foreign sales in January dropped
4.43pc from December. Likewise, the
month-on-month decline in December
was 6.45pc.

According to Topline Securities
analyst Muhammad Saad Ziker, the
monthly decline in textile exports was
driven by lower performance in value-
added export segments, especially
knitwear (-12pc) and readymade garments
(-4pc).

Thanks to 4pc depreciation in the
rupee against the dollar, textile exports in
July-January amounted to Rs1.86 trillion,
up 30pc from a year ago.

So far in the ongoing fiscal year,
value-added textiles have been the key
driver of exports with the largest
contribution coming from the knitwear
segment (33pc), followed by readymade
garments (22pc) and bedwear (19pc), said
Mr Ziker. Increased volumetric growth
and improved pricing have resulted in
higher exports, he added.

“Going forward, we expect textile
exports to keep robust in 2021-22 to clock
in at $18.5-§19bn. The easing in
lockdowns in European economies is
likely to drive increased orders and help
overall textile exports,” he said.

Pakistan's trade deficit so far in 2021-
22 has been $28.9bn after widening by
92.5pc from a year ago. Imports of
petroleum products in the seven-month
period amounted to $11.7bn, up 107pc
from a year ago. Transport-related imports
also surged 88pc to $2.6bn over the same
period. Imports relating to agriculture and
others expanded 9lpc to $9bn on an
annual basis.

Fishermen call off
channel blockade

rotesting fishermen, who had

blocked shipping activities at

Karachi port in protest over the
attitude of the Balochistan government,
ended the blockade of the main channel on
Wednesday 23 Feb evening following
successful talks with authorities.

Since Tuesday 22 Feb afternoon, the
fishermen of Sindh assembled their
trawlers across the main channel to halt all
shipping activities against “the unjust and
tyrannical treatment meted out to them by
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A large number of boats are moored to the
quay in the Karachi Fish Harbour as part of a
protest by fishermen against the Balochistan
government's decision to bar them from the
province's maritime boundary.

the Balochistan government”.

In a brief statement issued on
Wednesday 23 Feb evening, the Karachi
Port Trust (KPT) said that the all shipping
activities were resumed after the
protesting fishermen cleared the channel.

It all began carlier this week when
thousands of fishermen and boatmen
gathered at the Karachi Fisheries on the
call of the Sindh Trawler Owners and
Fishermen Association (STOFA) for a
protest, highlighting what they called the
unjust and tyrannical treatment by the
Balochistan government.

STOFA's president Habibullah Khan
Niazi said that both fishermen and
fisheries were suffering in Sindh due to
Balochistan.

“The fishermen of Sindh are being
pushed against a wall. They [Balochistan
government] have created boundaries
within our waters, imposing and creating
limitations for us. Fishermen are not
allowed to fish in Balochistan, if we do,
our boats get confiscated and the
fishermen got arrested. On the other hand,
Sindh never set boundaries for anyone.
Yet Balochistan is bent on taking away
morsels from our children's mouths,” he
had said and added. “We see the fishermen
in Balochistan as our brothers, but they
don't consider us the same.”

Talks between the protesting
fishermen and authorities were first held
on Tuesday but ended in a deadlock. It
began again on Wednesday and ended in
an agreement.

The authorities assured the protesters
of making their fishing in Balochistan
waters smooth without any action from
the provincial authorities and find a
mutual solution that could regulate the
business for fishermen of both the
provinces in each other's territories.

The talks were led by Special
Assistant to Prime Minister Mahmood
Maulvi.

He tweeted that talks between the two
sides resulted in success through efforts
from the Pakistan Navy and Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency (PMSA). “All
justified demands of the fishermen would
be accepted through all due procedures,”
he said.
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provinces 'free of cost'

he PTI-led government, which

has long taken a critical stance

against the 18th Amendment,
has started handing over Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation's
(PTDC) assets worth billions of rupees to
the provinces under the legislation free of
cost.

In this regard, the federal government
handed over 19 motels and resorts of the
PTDC to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government last week.

The Centre is also holding
negotiations with the Punjab government
for handing over all motels of the
corporation located there to the provincial
government.

A few years ago, the National
Industrial Relations Commission had
barred the federal government from
handing over PTDC's assets to the
provinces after the corporation's
employees informed the court that the
government was bent upon “illegally”
handing over resorts and motels of the
corporation to the provinces free of cost.

19 motels, hotels given to KP govt
last week

They argued that PTDC's assets
could be handed over to the provinces
only under the Companies Act of 1984,
which requires hiring of a liquidator to
evaluate market price of all motels and
resorts before the handover.

The PTDC has 39 motels and resorts,
mostly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Under
the 18th Amendment, the Ministry of
Tourism has been devolved to the
provinces.

A document said the 76th meeting of
the PTDC board had decided to appoint a
liquidator to ascertain the actual value of
PTDC's assets and liabilities, including
legitimate dues of the corporation's
employees like gratuity, leave
encashment, provident funds and other
perks and privileges the organisation must
pay to its deceased and retiring
employees.

The current government, which
places tourism promotion as one of its top
priorities, closed all PTDC-run motels in
the country and terminated the services of
its employees in July 2020 on the ground
that they were suffering losses due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Tour operators
described it as a major setback to the
tourism industry.

When contacted, PTDC accounts
manager, who has not been sacked along
with other skeleton staff, told media that
19 motels of the corporation had been
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handed over to the KP government, which
would further lease them and 10 per cent
share would be given to the corporation.

He said negotiations with the Punjab
government were in the final stages under
which all PTDC motels and hotels located
there would soon be given to the
provincial government.

The official said the corporation

INTERNATIONAL

would retain its motels in Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir and would
lease them by itself. He said the decision to
hand over the PTDC assets to the
provinces had been taken by the federal
cabinet and endorsed by the law ministry.

The 18th Amendment, under which
the government is handing over precious
assets of the PTDC to the provinces, has
been criticised by Prime Minister Imran
Khan several times in the past. PTDC
employees opposed the government's
decision to hand over the corporation's
assets to the provinces and described this
actas “illegal”.

State Bank governor s salary, perks

revealed

requently pilloried in the

media as a representative of

the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), Governor of State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) Dr Reza Bagqir receives a
monthly salary of Rs2.5 million, but perks
and perquisites enjoyed by him propel the
total cost incurred on the post far higher,
revealed an official document recently.

The document confirmed that Dr
Baqir worked for the IMF for 18 years
before assuming the current position.

The details of the monthly salary
received and perks enjoyed by Dr Bagqir
came in response to a question put by
PML-N Senator Irfanul Haque Siddiqui.
The written question-and-answer
document shared with the Senators said
“reply not received”, but a document
providing the requested details was
shared directly with the questioner.

“It is not appropriate to only give the
details to me and not to other members,”
Senator Siddiqui said while criticising the
unusual move.

The PML-N senator had asked about
the criteria for appointing the current SBP
head as well as his monthly salary and
privileges.

In response, the Finance Division
said that Dr Baqir had been appointed
under Section 10(3) of the SBP Act, 1956,
which said the “governor shall be
appointed by the president for a term of
three years, and on such salary and terms
and conditions of service as the president
may determine, except that neither the
salary of the governor nor his other terms
and conditions of service shall be varied
to his disadvantage after his
appointment”.

The document also stated that the
SBP governor received a monthly salary

of Rs2.5m. A list detailing other perks and
perquisites enjoyed by him was attached
to the paper.

According to the list, Dr Bagqir
receives an annual increment that is 10 per
cent of his monthly salary. For
accommodation, the governor is entitled
either to the “furnished and maintained”
State Bank House or a rent allowance plus
furnishing and maintenance expenses as
approved by the SBP board.

For transportation, he gets two “fully
maintained, chauffeur-driven cars with a
petrol ceiling of 600 litres each as follows;
1,800CC local assembled car with the
option to buy on book value, 1,600CC
local assembled car”. His utility
expenses, including on electricity, gas,
water and fuel (for a standby generator),
are borne by the SBP. Seventy-five per
cent of the education/tuition of the
governor's children is also covered.

The governor is also entitled to free
landline/mobile phones and internet
access.

For domestic help, Dr Bagqir is
entitled to “reimbursement of actual
salary paid for up to four servants of
Rs18,000/head with periodic review of
the subsidy by the HR committee as per
requirement”, said the document. The
governor is also entitled to round-the-
clock security “as per requirement”,
including security guards and a security
system, in addition to full healthcare
facilities “as per SBP rules”.

He also gets three leaves per month
with “leave encashment facility of up to
six months on the completion of the
tenure” while the gratuity allowed is one-
month monetised salary for each
completed year of service on last drawn
salary.
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Saudi Arabia confirms 10-year travel ban for freed blogger

nsaf Haidar, the wife of Saudi

Arabian blogger Raif Badawi,

poses with a portrait of her
husband as she receives the 2015
Sakharov Prize on his behalf during a
ceremony at the European Parliament in
Strasbourg, December 16, 2015.

Saudi Arabia confirmed recently a
10-year travel ban for freed blogger and
human rights activist Raif Badawi, who
has become a symbol of freedom of
expression around the world.

Badawi, now 38, who was arrested
and detained in Saudi Arabia in 2012 on
charges of “insulting Islam”, was
released.

An interior ministry official said:
“The sentence handed down to Raif was
10 years in prison followed by a travel ban
for the same length of time. The court
ruling holds up and is final.”

“Therefore, he cannot leave the
kingdom for another 10 years unless a
(royal) pardon is issued,” the official said.

At the end of 2014, Badawi was
sentenced to 10 years in prison and 50
lashes a week for 20 weeks. His first

flogging in the kingdom's Jeddah square
shocked the world and was described by
the United Nations as “cruel and
inhuman”. After the outcry, he was not
lashed again.

Badawi's wife Ensaf Haidar, who
lives in Canada with their three children,
said: “Raif called me. He is free.” It was
later confirmed by a Saudi security
official, but details of Badawi's release
were notrevealed.

'Finally' free

Every Friday for years, Haidar who
fled to Canada after Badawi's arrest and
has since become a Canadian citizen held
apublic vigil for him.

“I jumped when I found out. I couldn't
believe it. I can't wait to see my dad, I'm so
excited,” one of his daughters, Najwa
Badawi, 18, had said. Amnesty
International said it would “actively work
to have any conditions lifted”, noting that
Badawi could face a 10-year travel ban.

Raif Badawi's sister, Samar Badawi,
as well as activist Nassima al-Sadah,
released in 2021, also remain stranded in
the kingdom.

Canada's Quebec province has paved
the way for Badawi to come to the country
if he chooses by placing him on a priority
list of potential immigrants for
humanitarian reasons.

“Finally!” Quebec Premier Francois
Legault tweeted Friday about his release,
adding: “Tkeep thinking about the children
who will finally see their father!” Badawi
studied economics and ran an institute for
teaching English and computer skills prior
to his arrest, according to his wife.

Known for his writings in support of
freedom of expression, the blogger won
the 2014 Reporters Without Borders prize
in the net-citizen category.

He was also awarded the Sakharov
Prize for Freedom by the European
Parliament in 2015, and in 2015 and 2016,
he was among the nominees for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

International non-governmental
groups and the UN continue to denounce
the repression of dissenting voices and the
imprisonment of activists in Saudi Arabia,
despite the kingdom's efforts to improve
its image by undertaking certain reforms.

Wahab promises to reopen of Clifton fish aquarium in six months

dministrator Murtaza Wahab

performed the ground-

breaking for the
rehabilitation of the existing Fish
Aquarium at Clifton's Bagh Ibne Qasim
on Friday 19 Feb.

There was plaster shedding from the
overhangs of the aged-aquarium building
structure with the rusted iron bars
showing. The entrance to the building had
been blocked with a big panaflex pointing
to the obvious fact that things inside were
even worse.

Sitting quietly in one of the front row
seats, Aliya Farooqi, the longest serving
director of the fish aquarium, was lost in
thought as she looked at the place. “With
degrees in marine sciences and zoology, I
joined the fish aquarium in 1965, she told
media. “I retired from here in 1991,” she
added.

She said that she was out of the
country when she heard about the closing
of the aquarium in 1998. “I was saddened
by the news as I have very fond memories
of families frequenting the place with
children. We used to have all the details
about every creature next to each
aquarium window. The visits used to help
children learn about aquatic life and the
different sea creatures that we had here,”
she said.
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It was mentioned
during the ceremony =
that the gate ticket for ;
one person at the time
used to cost just a few
rupees and yet the
aquarium generated
an income of about
Rsl.5 million a year
excluding the
Rs400,000 that came
from parking.

There have been efforts to reopen the
aquarium earlier as well, but they proved
unsuccessful. In 2004, there was a Rs75m
tender was approved for its rehabilitation
but work on it could not begin. Then the
tender was revised to Rs103m in 2009 but
the project got shelved as the government
did not have the money.

Click project director Afzal Zaidi
recalled his fond childhood memories of
visiting the aquarium in the early 1990s.
“It was not a very big aquarium but it was
the only one that we had here. Then 23
years ago, for reasons not known it was
closed,” he said.

Administrator Wahab unveiled a new
plaque on the outside wall of the aquarium.
He said that he remembered the place from
childhood visits with his illustrious
parents in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
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The closed-down dilapidated building of the Fish Aquarium at Bagh Ibne
Qasim. (Right) One of the corridors of the aquarium with empty viewing
windows and the ceiling with peeled off paint and plaster.

“Then it was closed. Today, there is also
this general perception that the Bagh Ibne
Qasim, where this aquarium is located, is
also closed. But it is an open 134 acres of
greenery. People go to the northern areas
to appreciate the greenery and they have it
righthere,” he said.

Coming back to the aquarium, the city
administrator said that his target was to see
itopened again in the next six months.

“All of us with memories of coming
here as children will then be bringing our
children here,” he said, adding that he
along with his staff was currently in the
process of rehabilitating all the parks of the
city. “In doing so, we are also working on
making the parks visitor-friendly by
setting up eateries and building
washrooms there. The KMC is also going
to have vegetable gardens in all the parks,”
he added.



9,000-year-old rituval complex found in Jordan desert

rchaeologists deep in the
Jordanian desert have
discovered a 9,000-year-old

ritualistic complex near what is thought to
be the earliest known large human-built
structure worldwide.

The Stone Age shrine site, excavated
last year, was used by gazelle hunters and
features carved stone figures, an altar and
aminiature model of a large-scale hunting
trap.

The giant game traps the model
represents so-called “desert kites” were
made of long walls that converge to corral
running gazelles into enclosures or holes
for slaughter.

Similar structures of two or more
stone walls, some several kilometres long,
have been found in deserts across Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Turkey and Kazakhstan.

The Neolithic-era ritual site was

TWO statues uncovered by archaeologists in the
Jordanian desert.

discovered inside a larger campsite last
October by a joint French-Jordanian team
called the South Eastern Badia
Archaeological Project.

The nearby desert kites in Jibal al-
Khashabiyeh are “the earliest large-scale
human-built structures worldwide known
to date,” said a statement by the SEBA
Project.

It hailed the “spectacular and

unprecedented discovery” of the ritualistic
site, believed to date to about 7000 BC.

It featured two steles with
anthropomorphic features, the taller one
1.12 metres high, other artefacts including
animal figurines, flints, and some 150
arranged marine fossils.

The wider, decade-old research
project aims to study “the first pastoral
nomadic societies, as well as the evolution
of specialised subsistence strategies”.

The desert kites suggest “extremely
sophisticated mass hunting strategies,
unexpected in such an early timeframe,”
said the project's statement. The sacral
symbolism was most likely meant “to
invoke the supranatural forces for
successful hunts and abundance of prey to
capture,” it said.

The teams of researchers have also
found campsites with circular dwellings
and large numbers of gazelle bones.

Emotional reunions as Australia opens to tourists after

fwo-year closure

ubilant visitors returned to

l Australia on Monday 21 Feb as

the country reopened its borders

to vaccinated tourists, nearly two years

after the island nation imposed some of

the world's strictest Covid-19 travel
restrictions.

At the country's two majorg

international airports in Sydney and

Melbourne, tired but elated family and § -

shirt with the words: “Welcome Back”.
Attracting tourists from China,

previously Australia's biggest market,

would be difficult while Beijing enforces a

" zero-Covid policy, Tehan admitted.

“But as soon as that changes, Tourism
Australia have been doing a lot of work to

= {make sure that we will be ready to

encourage those Chinese visitors to

" come.” The Australian government has

friends rushed from gates to embrace PEOPLE hug their.relatives as they arrive on the ﬁrstlaunched a AUS$40 million ($28.7

loved ones after years apart.

Bernie Edmonds was emotional as he
hugged his eight-year-old granddaughter,
Charlotte, who had just landed in Sydney.

“It's great to have her back,” he said.
“She's got to go again but we'll get her
back again.” The country closed its
borders to almost everyone except
citizens and permanent residents in March
2020, trying to slow surging Covid-19
case numbers.

The travel ban which also barred
citizens from going overseas without an
exemption and imposed a strict cap on
international arrivals earned the country
the nickname “Fortress Australia”.

Sydneysider Jody Tuchin was excited
to pick up her best friend, who she had not
seen since 2018.

“He made it back just in time for my
wedding in four days,” she told AFP.

international flight to land in Brisbane in two years.

Meanwhile, Qantas pilot Paul Grant
said it was “nice to have passengers back
onagain”.

A Qantas flight from Los Angeles was
the first to touch down in Sydney at
6.20am followed by arrivals from Tokyo,
Vancouver and Singapore.

“It's fair to say we've all been waiting
a long time to welcome visitors back to
Australia,” Qantas chief executive Alan
Joyce said.

The national carrier expects to bring
more than 14,000 passengers into
Australia this week the start of what many
believe will be a long, slow recovery for a
tourism sector devastated by the
pandemic.

“I think we're going to see a very, very
strong rebound,” Tourism Minister Dan
Tehan said at Sydney airport, wearing a t-

million) advertising campaign to lure
tourists back, but only 56 international
flights are scheduled to land in the country
in the 24 hours after the re-opening far
below pre-pandemic levels.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he
had “no doubt” traveller numbers will
scale up in time.

Every month under “Fortress
Australia” has cost businesses an
estimated AUS$3.6 billion, according to
the Australian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, with tourism particularly hard
hit.

Tony Walker, managing director of
Quicksilver Group, which operates
cruises, diving excursions and resorts
across the Great Barrier Reef, told AFP he
was “very excited about being able to re-
open”.
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KP govt gets control of 17 PTDC

properfies

he Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

government has taken control

of 17 of the 19 properties of
the Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC) in the province in
light of the Constitution (Eighteenth
Amendment) Act, a Peshawar High Court
bench was informed on Wednesday 9
March.

Provincial chief secretary Dr
Shehzad Bangash told Chief Justice
Qaiser Rashid Khan and Justice Ishtiaq
Ibrahim that the handover of the
remaining PTDC properties to the
provincial government was blocked by
snowfall in the respective areas.

He said the properties, including
motels and resorts, would be leased out to
private firms through transparent
auctioning and different committees had
been formed for the purpose.

The chief justice observed that the
auction should be transparent and nobody
should be favoured during the exercise.

He directed the chief secretary to
keep the court informed about the bidding
related to PTDC properties.

The bench had summoned the chief
secretary in connection with different
cases pending with the Green Bench
dealing with environment and
archaeology-related issues, including that
of tourism, illegal mining, degradation of
rivers and canals, and mining near
archaeological sites.

The chief justice observed that
sometimes, the court summoned high-
level offices to inform them about its
reservations about different issues so that
they could discuss them in high-level
meetings.

The bench observed that the chief
secretary was summoned as different
important matters were pending with the
Green bench.

The other officers, who also appeared
before the court, included sports and
tourism secretaryAamir Sultan Tareen,
additional secretary (sports) Mohammad
Shoaib, director (archaeology) Dr Abdul
Samad and additional director (mining)
Mustafa Khan. Additional advocates
general Syed Sikandar Hayat Shah and
Qaiser Khan represented the provincial
government during the hearing, while
Barrister Asadul Mulk appeared for the
mines department.

The bench also directed AAG Syed
Sikandar to keep the chief secretary

informed about its orders issued in the
cases earlier.

During the hearing, the bench
expressed reservations about the
performance of the mines department and
observed that it had to set aside several
mining leases due to its adverse effect on
the environment, rivers and
archaeological sites.

The chief secretary said he had taken
notice of illegal mining as well as the
leases, which had been affecting the
environment, and issued several
directives to the relevant authorities in
that respect.

The bench observed that a mining
lease was granted in Nowshera district
near the mausoleum of historical Pakhtun
figure Khushal Khan Khattak.

It asked the chief secretary to look
into the matter fearing that mining in that
area will harm the mausoleum.

The chief secretary assured the court
that he would act on its orders and that Dr
Abdul Samad, who was appointed focal
person by the court on archaeology-
related issues, would produce a progress
report.

In accordance with the court's earlier
orders, Dr Abdul Samad submitted a
report on mining activities in the close
proximity of different sites. He said
mining had been damaging the famous
site of Rani Gat in Buner, whereas illegal
mining was taking place near the
mausoleum of Khushal Khan Khattak as
well.

The chief justice resented the
'ruthless mining' and observed that the
department had awarded leases in an
'irresponsible' manner.

He added that the court did not want
to stop anyone from carrying out business
but won't allow people to play havoc with
heritage sites.

The court directed the government to
cancel all such leases near archaeological
sites.

The Nowshera deputy commissioner
and district police officer also appeared
before the bench and said they had taken
action against all those involved in illegal
mining near the mausoleum of Khushal
Khattak.

The court later adjourned hearing
into different cases directing the relevant
officers to inform it about developments
on the related matters.

INTERNATIONAL

Qualifying round
held for Derajat
jeep rally

n the qualifying round of an oft-
road jeep rally on the second day
of Derajat Festival, Zain
Mahmood won the first position,
Sahibzada Sultan second while Adil

Naeem secured third position.
In the women's category, Salma Khan

Marwat came first, Palwasha Hayat was
second while Rakhshanda Jabeen finished
in third position.

More than 100 guests and racers are
participating in the jeep race on a special
100km track under the supervision of
Babar Khan and Ahmad Shah of Frontier

4x4 Club.
The stock category competitions will

start from 8am, while two competitions
have also been arranged for women. The

final round will be held on March 6.
Among the racers are ex-chief

minister of Balochistan Jam Kamal, Nadir
Magsi from Sindh, Sahibzada Sultan
Ahmed from Punjab, while women racers
include Tushna Patel, Salma Marwat and
Maham Shiraz. Three junior racers are

also taking part in the competition.
Talking to media in this regard, the

jeep racers said that the rally track
includes beautiful palm trees and
mountain views. This race is a test of

nerves, they added.
They said the efforts of the police, the

provincial government and district
administration were commendable and
the hospitality of the people of Dera was
evident at every turn of the track during the
qualifying round.

Zain Mahmood, who stood first in the qualifj;t;ng
round of Derajat Off-Road Challenge 2022 recently
on his way to the finish line.
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Punjab Culture Day celebrated with a flurry of events

ultural institutions on Monday

14 March celebrated Punjab

Culture Day with great
fervour and zest. There were talks,
discussions, music dance performances,
display of traditional art and craft and
celebration of rich culture of Punjab
through the recitation of Sufi poetry.

The Punjab Institute of Art and
Culture (Pilac) organised a Punjab
Cultural Conference, where a session
dedicated to 'Punjab Di Tareekh'
discussed the need to promote Punjabi
without taking it as the language of the
oppressed and the downtrodden.

Dr Ajaz Anwar said that
unfortunately, Punjabis themselves did
not take pride in speaking Punjabi. He
said complexes about one's language had
never been beneficial for any cultured
society. Aslam Kamal said that Punjabi
culture and literature was super-rich,
however, it was not taught as it should
have been. He said young generation must
be aware of Punjabi Sufi poets and their
works.

Pilac Director Asim Chaudhry said
the conference was organised to highlight
the rich culture and tradition of Punjab
and many scholars had enlightened the
people with their thoughts on Punjabi
language, culture and literature.

Intellectual and scholar Mushtaq
Sufi said Punjabis themselves had created
hurdles in their way for their vested
interest when it came to the Punjabi
language. He said in Pakistan the issue of
language was a political one. He said
every region had a right to promote its
language. No language was rich or poor,
but when such issues were given political
colour things turned bad.

Ajoka's Shahid Mehmood said how
strange it was that Punjabi was not
allowed to speak in the Punjab Assembly.
Urdu was considered the language of the
civilized, English the language of the
powerful and Punjabi the language of the
oppressed and illiterate.

Actor Usman Pirzada also
underlined the need to feel proud to be a
Punjabi speaking and not to be ashamed
of. He said Rafi Peer theatre produced a
Punjabi musical play called 'Patay Khan'
which should be considered a Punjabi
Opera to raise awareness among the youth
about their own language. He criticized
the Punjabi commercial theatre for
spreading vulgarity. He said it was
important that the youth be aware of their
rich cultural values. A few musical
performances were also part of the
conference by young singers.

A grand celebration of Punjab
Culture Day was also held at Alhamra
where the minister for culture inaugurated
an exhibition.
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Also, a colorful Punjab Culture Day
event was held at Alhamra Cultural
Complex.

Provincial Minister for Culture
Khayal Ahmed Kastro and Minister for
School Education Murad Raas also graced
the occasion. Mr Kastro said that about
1,500 children from different schools
dressed in traditional Punjabi attire
celebrated the occasion with full
enthusiasm and zeal. On behalf of Chief
Minister Usman Buzdar, he said, “I would
like to thank all of you for celebrating this
day with such energy”.

He added that almost 10 million
children of Punjab schools were
celebrating the culture day.

Buzdar: Chief Minister Usman
Buzdar has said the centuries-old culture
and traditions of Punjab are unique in
every respect.

In a statement issued on Monday 14
March, he stated Sufi poets like Baba
Fariduddin Ganjshakar, Khawaja Ghulam
Fareed, Bulleh Shah, Waris Shah and
Mian Muhammad Bakhsh promoted and
strengthened the cultural values and added
the societal norms of civility, moralities,
sincerity and tenderness are conspicuous
in the provincial culture which is known
the world over because of its multicultural
diversity.

He congratulated the people and
added that the purpose of celebrating
culture day is to promote the norms of love
and affection in society.

Also, a ceremony was held at the
Chief Minister's Office to commemorate
Punjab Culture Day.

Chief Minister Usman Buzdar,
Provincial Minister Asad Khokhar and
Chief Secretary Kamran Afzal were
crowned with the traditional turbans of
Punjab by Provincial Culture Khayal
Ahmed Kastro while the chief minister
donned turbans to the culture minister and
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Information Secretary Raja Jehangir
Anwar.

Mr Buzdar said the traditional culture
of Punjab is unique and spectacular as this
culture is globally recognised. He
maintained that remembrance of culture
and traditions is a symbol of liveliness. He
said that traditional cultural festivals
reflect the distinct identity and
individuality of each region. Punjab is the
centre of multiculturalism and this is the
uniqueness of Punjab, he remarked.

Love, peace, brotherhood, unity and
tolerance are some of the beautiful
symbols of Punjab's culture, he said and
added that only those nations move
forward that remain connected with their
culture.

POLICE: The Punjab Police
celebrated the Punjabi Culture Day by
holding events across the province on
Monday 14 March.

Inspector General of Police Rao
Sardar Ali Khan, Lahore Capital City
Police Officer (CCPO) Fayyaz Ahmad
Dev and other senior police officers
discharged official duties/assignments
while wearing the Punjabi turbans and
attire.

In his address to a ceremony held on
the day, the IGP said celebration of the
Punjabi Culture Day at the government
level was a good tradition and the purpose
of observing this event was to promote the
culture of the province.

Rao Sardar said all the supervisory
officers of the provincial police had
contributed to promotion of Punjabi
culture by wearing Punjabi turbans and
cultural attire in their offices.

The CCPO also spoke.

Later, a special ceremony was
organised at the Central Police Office in
which Punjabi confectionery and food
were served.
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Organised by Pakistan Buzkashi Federation in collaboration with the Sports and Youth Affairs Department
of the Balochistan government, the equestrian game of Central Asia-origin was introduced in the province by
Afghan refugees some three decades ago. Precision, agility and strength of riders are vital for victory in the
game as each player needs to get held of the carcass and bring it to the goal in the middle of the ground.



he 17th edition of the annual

Cholistan Jeep Rally

concluded recently under the
shadow of the mighty Derawar Fort aftera
weeklong festival that featured besides
the car, dirt bike and paragliding races a
tent-pegging competition, food street,
trade fair, cultural night and camel race.

Every year, these festivities bring the
otherwise tranquil desert to life with
people from all over the country
thronging Cholistan in groups in their
4x4s, camping for days and lighting
bonfires in the middle of the expansive
desert.

The crowd that gathers primarily for
the jeep rally eventually ends up
benefitting the local community that not
just does a roaring business, but over the
years has started enjoying basic facilities
that were unthinkable only a few years
ago. Since the first edition of the event in
2005, the face of Cholistan has changed
drastically: there's water supply, a
carpeted road, farming, business
opportunities and, most importantly, an
annual carnival right in the backyard of
the Cholistanis, who couldn't be happier.

Waseem, who runs a khoka right next
to a big dhaba on the main road that cuts
through the vast desert, says they make
good money in January and February --
the two months preceding the rally when
the preparations begin. “There's a lot of
activity here. A lot of people from all over
the country visit so it's a good time for us
every year. This wasn't the case before the
rally started or even in its early years.
Hundreds of thousands of people come
here and even if each person spends under
Rs100, it makes a huge difference,” he
tells media on the last day of the rally as
cars, jeeps and vans zoom off on their way
to Derawar Fort.

Besides the business aspect, local
Cholistanis have also witnessed scant
infrastructural development in their
region over the last few years. Saleem,
who has attended the jeep rally a few
times, including the very first edition,
says he's noticed a significant change.

“Cholistanis have benefitted in a big
way. I remember the first rally I attended
and there was just an uneven path through
the desert and a handful of khokas. But
now there's a paved road making it easier
to travel for both locals and the visitors.
Plus, so many restaurants and other shops

NEW FLYER

A EE TR T EL A T 0N Seminar on umrah

have popped up on both sides of the road
over the years that make enough money
during the entire week to last the owners
till the next year's event. The locals also
have sweet water.”

The driver by profession tells media
that now the locals have this weeklong
festival to look forward to every year right
in their hometown, while earlier they had
no source of recreation. This community
primarily makes a living through livestock
rearing, farming, and creating textile,
cotton and wool products. Their artisans
also specialise in leather and jewellery
work.

Among the hundreds of police
personnel deputed in Cholistan all week
for the event, a traffic policeman on duty
on a roadside echoes Saleem and Waseem
that the event has been a boon to the
community, socially and economically.
“Although the road should be one way, as
it's not wide enough to hold all the traffic
during the week, the fact that it's been
constructed has proved to be a huge relief
for the locals.”

The jeep rally has also helped
promote tourism to Cholistan desert at
least a 100 kilometres from Bahawalpur
city.

Tourism Secretary Asadullah Faiz,
who is also the Tourism and Development
Corporation of Punjab managing director,
feels that when there is a footfall of
400,000 to 500,000 people in an area and
every person spends even Rs10, only the
local populace will gain from it.

And the improvement is obvious, he
tells media, as shops and dhabas have
opened up all along the way.

INTERNATIONAL

held in Pakistan

he Saudi Company Umrahme,

Jeddah held two successive

interactive and engaging
sessions of Seminar which was attended
by over 100 travel agents/ umrah
operators in Karachi on Monday 21 Feb.,
2022 in each session. The Company
brought a positive vibe to umrah Pakistan
market.

The Participants were informed that
50% of the Global Umrah market share is
with Umrahme and have over 8000
registered agents globally with a vast
majority from Pakistan have been
provided services to over 3.5 million
passengers by Umrahme till now.

The Saudi Management Team
including H.E. Mohammed Binmahfouz,
CEO-Umrahme were presented shields by
TAAP Chairman Mr. Muhammad
Nadeem Sharif.

While speaking on the occasion Mr.
Nadeem Sharif thanks the Umrahme
Team for holding such a good interactive
and awareness session and also thanks to
the participants and he asked questions
and issues related to Umrah Companies of
Pakistan, besides questions from large
number of participants were answered
with their satisfaction.

The next two sessions will be held in
Lahore on 24th February 2022 and in
Islamabad on 1st March 2022.

The host Umrahme Team Leader Mr.
Abdul Rehman Khan, Commercial and
Operations Manager thanks and
appreciated TAAP for their kind
cooperation bringing the event successful.
The seminar partners are PIA, TAAP,
Baarik Group and Masarat Group of Saudi
Arabia.

mrahme
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An emotional reuvnion at Kartarpur

for the second-generation

members of the Christian Mithu
family which had separated during the
tumultuous days of the Partition of India
in 1947, when they met at Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur recently.

The Kartarpur Corridor provided the
two branches of the family with an
opportunity to reunite after 74 years as
they came to know about each other
through a Punjabi news channel.

Shahid Rafiq Mithu, a resident of
Mananawala in Nankana district, reached
Kartarpur with 40 members of his family,
while Sono Mithu, a resident of Shahpur
Dogran, a village in Ajnala tehsil of
Amritsar district in Indian (east) Punjab,
arrived at the Gurdwara via Kartarpur
Corridor with eight members of his family
to meet the former.

The members of the family were so
overwhelmed that they hugged each other
and cried.

I t was a very emotional moment
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Se[erate‘d tllu}'ing the Partition, members of a
Christian family from India meet their close
relatives in Pakistan at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib.

Shahid Rafiq Mithu said that their
elder Igbal Masih had migrated to
Pakistan with his family during the
Partition in 1947, while his (Igbal's)
brother Inayat got lost during the tumult
and was left behind in east Punjab.

“Around a year ago my interview was
aired by a Punjabi news channel in which I
talked about the separation of our elders
during the Partition, which was watched
by our relatives in Indian Punjab, who
contacted us and we planned reunion at
Kartarpur,” Shahid Mithu said, regretting
that both the elders Igbal and Inayat had

died.

'l am very happy after meeting Shahid
Rafig Mithu and 35 other relatives at
Kartarpur,” Sono Mithu said.

The reunited relatives had heart-to-
heart chat and shared with each other their
stories and memories of their late elders.

On the occasion, the Kartarpur
administration served sweets to both
families.

Later, the family members visited
different parts of Gurdwara Darbar Sahib
and had lunch together at the Baba Guru
Nanak Langar Hall. They also visited a
local market for shopping and kept
chatting.

They planned to meet again and the
Sono's family was asked by their relative
here to bring more members during their
next visit to the Gurdwara.

Both the families thanked the Prime
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan for
providing an opportunity to reunite to the
families who were separated 74 years ago.

Jahangir s mausoleum complex on World Monuments Watch list

The World Monuments Fund (WMF)
has nominated Jahangir's mausoleum
complex as one of the 25 heritage sites
on the World Monuments Watch.

The WMW selection is of globally
recognised heritage sites whose
preservation is urgent and vital to the
communities surrounding them.

The site was nominated by cultural
heritage conservationist Yasmin Cheema
and her team, in partnership with the
National Engineering Services Pakistan
(Nespak), with support from the
Directorate General of Archaeology,
Punjab, says a press release.

The 17th century mausoleum
complex of Emperor Jahangir is the only
Mughal Emperor funerary complex in
Pakistan and has the outstanding universal
value of being the only single storied
commemorative structure for a Mughal
emperor.

The tomb is still intact, providing a
glimpse of the splendour of Mughal
architecture and intangible cultural
heritage of the era.

According to Professor Yasmin
Cheema, Jahangir's tomb complex faces
many challenges, including the effects of
climate change.

“Therefore, it is a matter of urgency to
save the site's authenticity and integrity, to
pass it to the future generations, for them
to know their history and identity.”

The mausoleum complex can become
a rich economic resource, with proper
tourist infrastructure and involvement of
the local community.

Once on the Watch, a proper
conservation plan will be developed by a
multidisciplinary team of conservation
experts to conserve and restore the
buildings in the complex to their original
form and to rejuvenate the Chaharbagh
(paradise garden) with
the involvement of the
traditional artisans and
the communities living
in the surrounding
areas.

The World
Monuments Fund

cultures and communities. The
organisation is headquartered in New
York City with offices and affiliates
around the world.

The Fund has been able to preserve
700 sites in 112 countries and the Watch
which is announced every two years, has
proven to be a tool for raising awareness
of sites that are facing pressing global
challenges of climate change, imbalanced
tourism, underrepresentation, and
recovery from crisis and are in need of
protection and support for their
preservation.

(WMF) is the leading

independent
organisation devoted
to safeguarding the
world's most treasured
places to enrich
people's lives and
build mutual
understanding across
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Reception desk offering
in house services too.

RECEPTION

Reservation 3 types rooms,
Cat A, B + Master suite.  jileb )

% 8ED ROCGMS
Oriental and continental
meals served.
DINING
HALL .
Around the clock for guests
and visitors

COFFEE
sHOP
Out door Bar. B.QQ. dailv.
Bar. B. 0. ~ “\
Halls Available for Parties t
Wedding, Seminars + Exhibition
PARTY
% HALL
X
——d | |ight music on request.

Communication facilities fax,
phone, E-mail + Internet

MUSIC
CORNER ‘
1
.
—

o 4 BUSINESS
l o
In-house service for guests.
LAUNDRY

Open around the year for guests
and club members.
SWIMMING

POOL

A

Automobiles available
on request.
REMNT A CAR

Sialkot is a city of export. City serving as a backbone in earning foreign exchange for the country. The skillful and
master mind people mre are experts in producing the excellence in craftsmanship. Thousands of customers visit
sialkot every year, but unfortunately till few years back, this city did not have a single hotel providing the luxury and
comfort according to the status of the honourable business executives and dignitries visiting from around the globe,
thus had to stay in Lahore and come to Sialkot daily by our sub standard roads which often put them off coming here.

We feel honoured to be the pioneers of hotel meeting high standards of today living our hotel offers
five star facilities such as luxurious rooms, Executive floor for business travellers, Business centre, Non-Smoking
area on request, Swimming pool, Coffee Shop, Restaurant and spacious car parking.

AT TAJ WE MAKE YOU FEEL COMFORT.

HOTEL TAJ PALACE

COURT ROAD, SIALKOT - PAKISTAN
Tel: (92-52) 4274831-2, 4265048.4270034 Fax. 4265305
E-mail: info @taj.com.pk
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WORLDWIDE

Geography Simplified

300+ Offices

520+ Destinations
2300+ Direct Trade Lanes

Reaching Out In All Dimensions

ECU WORLDWIDE (PVT) LTD.

www.ecuworldwide.com.pk

MARCH 2022 - 45



NEW FLYER INTERNATIONATL

METRO CAB

24 HOURS CALL CENTER

Islamabad - 051-111-222-787 Lahore - 042-111-222-787
Faisalabad - 041-111-222-787 Hyderabad - 022-111-222-787

Karachi  -021-111-222-787

Reliable & Trustworthy

= A e

MTRO

RADIO CAB

UAN#F 111 - 222 - 787

Very Atractive terms for corporat Clients:
Contact Cell # 0314-2377771
E-mail: director@metrocab.com.pk
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Sialkot
International
Airport

Partnership for Quality
Services

> f_éfs.,.

PAKISTAN

International Airlines
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(—_\” Destinations "\*‘“

Dubai Sharjah Muscat Jeddah
Riyadh [London Paris Barcelona Kuwait Milan

SIALKOT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LIMITED (SIAL)

@ Sambrial Sialkot-Pakistan
() 92-52-44633001-4 / 92-52-6633023-4 (@ info@sial.com.pk

[} IO.I'I ]
"“'"'“ & ‘ (& www.sial.com.pk
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KN Aviation GSA For Reservation :08000- CHAM (2426)
For Pakistan
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